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(Phac thdo ban dau tir gbc nhin gido duc gia dinh)

HUE KHAI - 7

Giao cam

Hoc Vién Muc Vu Tong Gido Phan TpHCM m¢& khoa
hoc Tim Hiéu Céng Gido Va Cao Pai, khai mac vao sang
Thir Bay 09-01-2021. Trong khoéa c6 buodi gidng vé Gia
bPinh Dao Pirc Theo Gido Ly Cao Pai, do Hué Khai trinh
bay sang Thir Bay 08-5-2021. Tap sach mong song ngir
Viét-Anh nay c6 thé xem la béng trai ciia bubi giang ay.

Ngay 27-12-2020, Ptitc Gido Hoang Phan-xi-c6 cong
bd Nam “Gia Pinh Amoris Laetitia”, ™ t&c la Nam “Gia
binh - Niém Vui Cda Tinh Yéu”, dai mwoi lam thang, bat
dau tir ngay 19-3-2021 dén ngay 26-6-2022.

Vi viy, vin dé gia dinh dwoc gobm trong khoa hoc c6 1é
khong 1a ngiu nhién tring hop, ma c6 thé do cht y cta
quy linh muc diéu hanh Hoc Vién Muc Vu.

Vén dé gia dinh dao dic c6 thé ndi la rong. Do d6, voi
thoi lwong dwoc cho phép, toi phac thao so bd mot s6 y

(1) amoris (tiéng Latin): Tinh yéu; laetitia (tiéng Latin): Niém vui.
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chanh thudc vé gido duc gia dinh, vi diy la yéu t6 co
ban va quan trong nhat dé xay dwng thanh céng mot gia
dinh dao dirc.

Ba&i 1€, mudn c6 gia dinh dao dirc thi trwéce tién phai
gido duc dé giip nhirng tin htru Cao Pai mudn xay dung
gia dinh, hay da thanh lap gia dinh, nhan thic ro s
mang cua minh.

Thit vay, theo thanh gido Plic Tran Hung Pao, “xdy
ddp gia dinh” 1a vo hinh trung (&% J: imperceptibly)

nhan lanh mot “stt mang”.(2)

Gia dinh nghia la gi?

Tir Dién Bdch Khoa Anh (Encyclopaedia Britannica)
dinh nghia gia dinh nhuw sau:

Gia dinh la mét nhém ngwoi dwoc két hop véi nhau
bang cdc méi rang budc hén nhdn, huyét théng, hay
nhdn con nudi; do dé tao thanh mét nha (mét hé ~) va

ho cw xt v&i nhau twong trng véi vi thé ctia vo chdng, cha

 Trung Hung Blru Toa (HOi Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai, ba
Néng), 13-12 Ky Hoi (Thit Hai 11-01-1960).

HUE KHAI - 9

me, con cdi, va anh chi em.(3)

DPinh nghia nay cho thdy gia dinh bat diu tir hén
nhén, hay hén nhdn la ddu méi ctia gia dinh. Nguoi Viét
tr xwa cling nhin nhan nhw vay, nén thay vi n6i “Anh
Giap cudi co At” thi néi “Anh Giap Idp gia dinh véi co
Av”; thay vi héi “Chi 14y chéng hdi nao?” thi héi “Chi Idp
gia dinh h6i nao?”

Gia dinh dao dirc xuit phat tir dau?

Mot gia dinh dao dic vé can ban phai xuat phat tw
hoén nhan dao dirc. Thé nao 1a hén nhan dao drc?
Truwdc hét, nguodi tin d6 Cao Pai duoc gido duc rang sw
két hop nam va nit bang mot hén nhan khong phai cot
yéu dé théa man nhu cau tinh duc.

Thanh gido Pirc Tran Hwng Pao xac dinh:

“Vor chéng nao phdi gdp nhau dé théa mdn tinh duc,
ma [la] cd mét di tinh thiéng liéng bdt diét.” (4)

Nguoi doi quan niém hon nhan cé muc dich duy tri
noi giong.

(3) https://www.britannica.com/topic/family-kinship; truy cap 09-3-2021.
) Trung Hwng Bru Toa, 13-12 Ky Hoi (Thi Hai 11-01-1960).
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Trong Nhit Ky Phé D§,5) sach Sdng Thé (1:27-28)
chép nhuw sau:

“Thién Chtua sdng tao con ngwdi theo hinh dnh Ngai.
Theo hinh dnh Thién Chua, Ngai sdng tao con nguwoi.
Thién Chtia sdng tao ho, c6 nam cé nir. Thién Chua ban
phtic lanh cho ho, va bdo: Hdy sinh séi ndy né thdt nhiéu,
cho ddy mdt ddt. ..” (6)

Trong Tam Ky Phé D,(”) thanh gido Plic Tran Hung
DPao xac dinh viéc duy tri noi giéng la “s*r mang” cla
tlrng cap vo chong, va bai 1€ 1a “sit mang” cho nén noi
giong dwoc duy tri phai la “mét Iép ngwoi twong lai” tot
lanh, xtrng dang.

Thanh gido Dirc Tran Hung Dao day:

“Ai cting chu y dwng nén mét doi cé vo chong, roi co
con c6 chdu. Vo chdng la hiép nhau ma lam xong cdi s
mang xdy ddp gia dinh, diic ndn mét I6p ngudi twong lai.
Dong giéng dé dwoc truyén thu mét tinh thdn minh

() Theo st quan Cao Dai, Nhit Ky Phé Do trai dai tir thoi thwong
c6 (tién sir hay khuyét sit) cho t&i khoang gitra thé ky 7 truéc
Cong Nguyén (TCN), tirc khoang nam 650 TCN.

(6) T4t ca c4c trich dan Kinh Thanh trong tip sdch méng nay do
Hué Khai dich theo Holy Bible, New International Version, ban in
nam 2011 caa Biblica, Inc.

() Tam Ky Ph6 D6 khéi dau vao khoang gitra thé ky 19.

HUE KHAI - 11

ldng,® mét dong mdu dm dp nhiét thanh, mét khuén
phép truyén théng nghin doi cho con.” (9)

Khi nhin thirc vo' chong sinh con céi cling 1a sit mang
“diic ndn mét 16p ngwoi twong lai”, thi ching ta hiéu vi
sao trong Cwu Uéc, sach Thdnh Vinh (127:3) c6 cau nay:

“Con cdi la mét di san Chiia ban; con cdi cua minh la
phdn thwdng Chila tdng.”

N 7

Néu hiéu con cai la “di sdn Chila ban”, 1a “phdn thwéng
Chtia tdng” thi cha me khong dwoc hiuy hoai di san hay
phan thwdng thiéng liéng d6. Boi vay, Cong Gido, Cao
bai, va cac chanh gido khac dwong nhién khéng tan
thanh bat ky luit 1é nao hop phap héa tdi 4c pha thai.

Nhuwng mudn hoan thanh st mang “dic ndn mét lép
ngwoi twong lai”, nhw 161 day cia Ptiec Tran Hung Dao,
thi cha me phai gido duc con cai, day do con cai ngay tir
trong gia dinh ché khong thé khoan trang cho xa hoi.

®) minh lang ¥ 87 (bright and cheerful): Trong sang va hin hoan.
© Trung Hwng Bru Toa, 13-12 Ky Hoi (Thi Hai 11-01-1960).
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Gia dinh dao dirc la bong trai cua
hanh trinh gido duc ngay ¢ trong gia dinh

Dé& khong bi “birng” ra khéi coi ré gia dinh, con cai ciia
cac gia dinh c6 tén gido (c6 dao) lai cang nén c6 thém
nhiéu co hoi hwong thu gido duc theo truyén théng dao
dtc cua gia dinh, va theo sy hwéng dan tim linh cla
Giao Hoi.

Trong Nhit Ky Phé Do, Kinh Thanh Cwu Uéc nhic
nhé cha me vé trach nhiém gido duc con cai nhw sau:

“Dira con thd 16ng lam cho me né xdu hd.” (Cham Ngon
29:15)

“Hdy uén ndn con cdi ban, va chiing sé cho ban dworc
an binh; chiing sé mang cho ban nhitng niém vui ban ao
wore.” (Cham Ngoén 29:17)

Ngay nay, trong téng huin hiu Thwong H6i Dong
Gidam Muc (10) vé gia dinh, nhan dé Familiaris consortio,(11)

(10) Mot téng hudn hiu Thwong Hoi Pong Gidam Muc (a post-synodal
apostolic exhortation) thwong dwgc ban ra sau khi b€ mac mot
Thwong H6i Péng Gidm Muc (a Synod of Bishops). Thuwong Hoi
Pong Giam Muc 12 két qua ctia Cong Dong Vatican 11 (1962-1965)

HUE KHAI - 13

do Prc Gido Hoang Gio-an Phao-16 II cdng b6 ngay 22-
11-1981, Phan II, muc 14, xac dinh:

“(C)hinh dinh ché hén nhdn va tinh yéu vo chdng déu
quy hwéng vé viéc sinh dé va gido duc con cdi . ..”

Trong Tam Ky Phé D§, thanh gido Cao Pai nhiéu lan
day cha me hay biét gido duc con cai.

1. Gido duc con cai hay bat dau tir khi ngwdi me biét
minh mang thai. Thanh gido Ptrc Tran Hwng Pao day vé
viéc thai gido J5 %% nhw sau:

“(M)uén c6 mét noi giéng tét dep twong lai, c6 nhirng
gia dinh kiéu mdu ctia xd héi la phdi bat ddu xdy dung,
xdy dwng dira con con trong bung me. Ngudi me lic

va Dirc Gido Hoang Phao-16 VI (1897-1978) truc ti€p thanh lap
Thuwong Hoi Dong nay. Khdng phai tit ca cic gidm muc Céng Gido
déu tham dv Thwong Héi Pong Gidm Muc, tirc 1a chi ¢c6 mot so
dai dién. Dtc Gido Hoang triéu tdp Thwong Hoi Pong Gidm Muc
va 4n dinh dé tai cho Thwong Hoi Pong. Hién tai, Thwong Héi
Pong Giam Muc thwong ky dwoc triéu tdp khodng ba ndm mot
lan, nhung ciing c6 nhitng Thwong Hdi Dong bat thudng van do
DPirc Gido Hoang triéu tip. Sau khi bé mac mot Thwong Hoi Dong
Gidm Muc, DPc Gido Hoang sé cong bd mot téng huin (an
apostolic exhortation), goi 1a tong hudn hiu Thwong Hdi Pong
Gidm Muc, dwoc bién soan cin ci theo cic y kién cia Thwong
Hoi Dong vira bé mac.

(1) Familiaris consortio (tiéng Latin): Theo ti€ng Anh 13 “The
fellowship of the family”. Ban tiéng Anh cha Vatican dich 1a “On
the Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World” (Vé vai tro
cuia gia dinh Ki-t6 hitu trong thé gi¢i ngay nay).
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nao ciing twoi tinh sdng suét, di dirng ngdi ndm dwoc
phdn minh, dinh chinh.(12) Khéng nghe diéu dir, khéng ndi
chuyén nhdm, khéng nghi diéu qudy, khéng thdy tudng
khiéu khich vé nghi.(13) Long méi lic déu nghi dén dira
con sau nay, dira con ctia Quyén Ndng. Phdi hét long tu
dwdng trong hdi thai nghén.” (14

2. Tiép theo thai gido la cd mdt hanh trinh nhiéu nam
dai khd nhoc nudi duwdng, day db con cai. Thanh gido
DPirc Tran Hung Pao day:

“Khi sinh ra, Iiic Ién 1én, cha me phdi bé nhiéu céng
phu,(15 géi gdm bao nhiéu danh phdn, sw nghiép cho con
sau nay.” (16)

La tin hitu Cao Dai, biét tin twdng Troi Phit, biét lam
lanh 14nh di, biét tu hoc, thi cha me cang nén chim lo
gido duc con cai dé tranh khoi cdnh mia mai la ciy ngot
sanh trai ding. Thanh gido Pirc Nhw Y Pao Thoan Chon
Nhon khuyén day cac bac lam cha lam me:

(12) dinh chinh 3T .:E (righteous, rightful): Céng chinh, dang hoang.

(13) vd nghi (v6 nghia # %&: immoral): Khong c6 1& nghia, khong c6
dao dirc.

(4) Trung Hung Bivu Toa, 13-12 Ky Hoi (Tht Hai 11-01-1960).

(15 cong phu 24 £ (skill and long-time effort): Sw khéo 1éo va cong
strc kh6 nhoc trong thoi gian dai.

(16) Trung Hung Btru Toa, 13-12 Ky Hei (Thitr Hai 11-01-1960).

HUE KHAI - 15

“(P)d c6 vén liéng vé tdm dao, hdy tiép tuc tién Ién diu
dan em chdu, con cdi noi theo dwirng 16i. Khéng 1€ dé nhin
cdnh dn trdi ngon réi qudang mdt hét.” (17)

Bén chit “noi theo dwong 16i” cia Pirc Nhw Y Pao
Thoan Chon Nhon goi nhé téi 1oi khuyén trong Nhit Ky
Phé D6, chép & Kinh Thanh Cuu Uéc:

“Hdy day dira tré di con dwdrng no phdi di, dé dén tudi
gia, né vdn khéng lia b4.” (ChAm Ngon 22:6)

Va “noi theo dwdong 16i” chinh la noi theo né nép dao
dc hinh thanh tir truyén théng gia dinh va tén gido cla
gia dinh. Thanh gido Ptrc Cao Triéu Truwc day:

Day con cdi dwdng lanh gdng chi
Bdo tir ton suy nghi viéc lanh.(18)

3. Mudn gido duc con cai thi ban thin cha me hay la
tam gwong gin giii, song dong, thwong xuyén truwéc
madt con cdi, trong y nghi va sinh hoat hang ngay cta con
cai. Tr xa xwa, phwong phap nay dwoc goi la than giao
% 4. That vy, mot 6ng bé Iic nao ciing phi phéo thudc
14 thi nhat dinh khong thé cAm cdn ciu con trai méi 16n
tap tanh hat thudc. Twong tw, mot ba me bat hiéu véi bé
me chong va véi ca cha me rudt, thi chac chan khong thé

(17) Vinh Nguyén Tu (Long An), 03-12 At Ty (Tht Bay 25-12-1965).
(18) Thién Ly Dan (Sai Gon), 22-8 At Ty (Tht Sau 17-9-1965).
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day con céi ctia ba biét hiéu kinh hai ding sinh thanh ra
chung.

Trong Nhit Ky Phé D9, thay vi day rang cha me hay
lam guwong sang cho con cai, Kinh Thanh Cuu Uéc
khuyén cha me hiay séng nhw thé nao cho con céi luén
cam thay tw hao vé song than:

“Cha me la sw tw hao ctia con cdi.” (Cham Ngoén 17:6)

Trong Tam Ky Phé D9, khi day riéng phai ni, thanh
gido Pirc Diéu Tri Kim MAu V6 Cwc Tir Ton khuyén nhu
nhu sau:

“(H)dy y hwd'ng vao nhiém vu cua ngwoi lam me, lam
chi gwong mdu, tao nén né nép dao dirc trong mdi gia
dinh, lam gwong mdu cho dan con cdi ctia cdc con noi
theo dé sau nay chiing né khéng sai dwong lac 161.” (19)

Cha me lam gwong cho con céi vé can ban nén ra sao?
Thanh gido Plirc Tran Hwng Pao phac hoa birc tranh my
miéu cda gia dinh dao dirc nhw sau:

“Cha me la mdu murc cua con chdu. Anh chi la phép tdc
ctia dan em. Chong dinh chinh, vo thudn hoa. Dwéi biét
kinh trén, trén dé long lo cho ké dwdi. S6ng mot cudc doi
twoi dep, khéng mét chiit séng gio gon Ién. Gia dinh dwoc

(19 Thanh th4t Binh Hoa (Gia Dinh), 15-8 Ky Dau (Thtr Sau 26-9-
1969).

HUE KHAI - 17

hoa thudn, dm no. Trong nha, ngodi vwon sach sé, ngdn
ndp. Ngheéo ciing thanh cao, giau khéng bdn thiu.” (20)

Giao duc cé dinh hwéng
trong gia dinh tin hiru Cao Pai

Giao duc con cai trong gia dinh ngwoi dao Cao bai la
giao duc c6 dinh hwéng véi ba mirc do nhu sau:

1. V@ cin ban, gia dinh 12 cho khéi diém cta hanh
trinh gido duc con céi dé ching biét song dung theo Pao
(lam) Nguwoi, tec Nhdn Pgo Ai& (the Way of Man).
Thanh gido Pttc Nhw Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon xac dinh:

“Pao Ngwoi xudt phdt tir trong gia dinh.” 21

Gido duc gia dinh c6 dinh hwéng truedc tién nham vao
muc dich day do con cai biét &n hién & lanh, s6ng lwong
thién, lam cong dan to6t. Mwon ngdn ngit cia Thanh Mat-
théu (13:17), c6 thé néi rang gido duc nay nham giup
con cai tré¢ nén nhitng ngwoi cong chinh (righteous
people). Thanh gido Pirc Pai Tién Lé Van Duyét day:

20) Trung Hung Bru Toa, 13-12 Ky Hei (Thir Hai 11-01-1960).
(21) Vinh Nguyén Tw (Long An), 03-12 Giap Thin (Th& Ba 05-01-
1965).
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“(G)ia dinh cé dao, con cdi dwoc cha me hudn luyén
vao hang dao dirc; dé la mot hanh phic.” (22)

Thanh gido Pirc Van Hanh Thién Sw day:

“Méi don vi gia dinh cha me cé dao hdy tao cho con cdi
minh mdt né nép dao dirc. Chiing né sé cé dwoc mét nép
séng thanh cao, khd di. Mdt tinh thdan dy sé gdy dnh
hwéng cho nhirng gia dinh ké cdn. Néu c6 nhiéu va thdt
nhiéu gia dinh dwgc nhw thé thi dnh hwéng cang lan
réng khdp chén moi noi.” (23)

2. Nang cao thém mot mirc do, cha me huwdéng dan con
cai cung tu hoc va tap tanh hanh dao theo gwong cha
me. Thanh gido Ptrc Pong Phwong Chwéng Quan day cac
bac cha me:

“(C)hting né da co nhdn duyén nén mdi sinh truwdng
lam con cdi cua minh. Minh dda thwong yéu chiing, da lo
hoan dwdng,(2) chdm séc dwoc nén vai nén voc, cho dn no
mdc @m, cho hoc hanh chir nghia tinh khén, nhwng dé chi
méi dwoc ¢ phdn niva bén phdn, vi chiing né chi dwoc
chdm sdc vé thé xdc, vé ly tri, nhwng vé tinh thdn, vé

(22) Minh Ly Thanh Hoi (Sai Gon), 26-02 At Mao (Tht Hai 07-4-
1975).

(23) Minh Ly Thanh Hdi, 21-8 Tan Hoi (Tht Bay 09-10-1971).

24 hoan dwdrng % #%: Nudi ning, nudi dudng.
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10

Iwong tri, vé linh hdn con doi khdt.” (25)

Loi canh bao rang “vé linh hon con déi khdt” goi nhé
loi Dirc Gié-su trong Nhi Ky Phé Do:(26)

“Néu dwoc cd thé gian ma ddnh mdt linh hon, thi nao
co loi gi?” (Mac-co 8:36)

Tré lai véi thanh gido Plrc Pong Phuwong Chuwdng
Quan:

“Mudn lam tron sir mang ctia mét nguwoi cha, phdi tao
diéu kién ddat diu cho chiing né hiéu dwoc dao nhw minh
da hiéu. Khi chiing né hiéu dao, hanh dao, cé hai cdi loi vé
mdt dm chdt (27) va tinh thdn.

(25) Co Quan Phé Thong Gido Ly Cao Dai Gido Viét Nam, 14-5 Nham
Ty (Thi Bay 24-6-1972).

(26) Theo str quan Cao Dai, Nhi Ky Phé Do dién ra tir khoang gitra
thé ky 7 TCN cho t&i khoang gitra thé ky 19 (khoang nim 650
TCN t6éi khodng niam 1850). Pang chu y 1a triét gia Dic Karl
Jaspers (1883-1969) tao ra thuat ngit Achsenzeit (linh muc Lé
Ton Nghiém dich 12 Théi Truc) phan ndo kha twong dong voi
quan niém Nhi Ky Phé Do cha dao Cao Dai.

@7 Am chdt 12 % (hidden good deeds) hay dm ditc 15 4& (concealed
virtue) 1a nhirng viéc 1am phuc drc kin ddo, tuy khong ai biét
nhung c6 Than Thanh chirng gidm. Trong Nhi Ky Phé Do, Pic
Gié-su Ki-t6 day mon d6 cach tao 4m chit hay 4m d&c nhu sau:
“Nhwng khi ngwoi b6 thi, dirng d€ tay trdi ngwoi biét tay phdi
ngwoi dang lam gi, ngé hdu viéc b thi cia ngwoi dwoc kin ddo.
Sau nay Cha ngwoi, Pdng thdy viéc lam kin ddo, sé thuéng cho
ngwoi.” (Mat-théu 6:3-4)
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Vé mdt Gdm chdt, cha me da tu, da ldp céng boi dikc,
dwng gdy dm chdt, ddm con cdi cung tu, cung Idp cdong
boi dirc dwng gdy dm chdt, sé gitp cho sw tién héa tdng
trwéng mau le dén ngay dat dao.

Vi nhw vé mdt vdt chdt, néu cha me gia c6ng hém som
tdo tdn tim kiém bac tién, trong liic dé con cdi trong nha
dn choi tiéu xai phung phi, héi dén bao gio sw nghiép vdt
chdt mai dworc pht tiic, du ddy?

Vé mdt dm chdt ciing twong tw nhw thé. Mét khi chiing
né biét dao, tu than hanh dao, sé hd twong cha me phdn
chdn tinh than lam thay déi cudc dién, nép séng trong gia
dinh cang thém ddm dm, vui vé.

Nguwoc lai, néu cha me lo cdn cu tién tdn, chat mét tu
céng boi dirc, trong liic con cdi lai sa doa dn choi, chiing
tré vé khdo ddo lam cha me bwc béi tdm thdn, lam sao
yén long tu dwdng.

Chw dé mudi 6i! Nhirng ngwoi biét tu la nhitng ngwoi
biét dem hanh phtic cho gia dinh, cho quyén thudc, thdn
nhdn.” (28)

Thanh gido Pirc Thién Hanh Péng Tk day:

“Nhor ¢6 tién duyén chdng chit lién hé nén hién kiép

(28) Co' Quan Phé Thong Gido Ly Cao Dai Gido Viét Nam, 14-5 Nhim
Ty (Th& Bay 24-6-1972).

HUE KHAI - 21

11

[thé hé tré] da dwoc sinh trwdng trong gia dinh cha me
hodc anh chi biét dao ly tu hanh, hodc sém gdp hoan
cdnh thudn tién dé cé co hoi dé bé khai trién thdnh tam,
phdt huy thdnh dirc, thwe hanh Thdnh Dao, réi ldn hoi
dén Tién DPago va Phdt Pao. Néi nhw vdy dé€ nhdc chirng
chw liét vi lwvu y dén hdu ndng do, diu dat doan hdu tdn dé
khdi tré trang hodc phi uéng mot kiép lam ngwoi ctia thé
hé dy.” 29

Tham thia nhitng loi thanh gido nhw vy, nguoi tin
hitu Cao Dai hiéu rang gia dinh minh chinh 1a mét dao
trang,30) la mot trwong dao. Con dwong tu than giai
thoat bat dAu ngay tlr trong gia dinh mdi tin do.

That vay, trén nguyén tic, moi gia dinh Cao Pai la
mot dao trang; nha minh chinh 12 ché minh tu tap,
hanh dao hing ngay va subt cd cudc doi. (Twong tu,
Cong Gido xem moi gia dinh Ki-t6 hitru 1a mot Héi Thdnh
tai gia.) Thé nén, ngwdi tin hitu Cao Dai dwoc day rang
tu hanh khéng nhat thiét phai lia nha bd ctra dé nhap
vao mot tu vién, thanh dwong... Noi khac di, tu hanh, hoc
dao, hanh dao, song dao déu & trong va ngay tai chinh
gia dinh moi tin hiru Cao Dai.

29 Minh Ly Thanh Hoi, 08-5 Quy Stru (Thtr Su 08-6-1973).

(30) dao trang, dao trwdng &35 (religious premises): Cho tu hoc,
noi sinh hoat tén gido (chua, that, thanh dwong, thién vién, tu
vién...).
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Thanh gido Pirc Cao Triéu Phat day:

“Ai lai khéng soéng, khéng dn, khéng mdc, khéng &? Ai
lai khéng c6 gia dinh ké tw? Nhwng sw dn, mdc, & va xdy
dwng gia dinh [hay] theo nép séng hién lwong dao dikc,
thanh cao trong sach. Lic bdy gio ngwoi doi la ngudi
dao, doi dao di dbi, ch¢ nao ai phdn tdch hai 16i, hai
phwong cdch biét.” 1)

Nhitng khi gidng co day dao, cac Pang thiéng liéng
trong Tam Ky Ph6 D6 thwong goi mén sanh Cao Dai
dang hau dan 1a “chw nhu” hay “chw si”.

Chw nhu (chv nho) 1% ciing dong nghia chw si
3%+ (all disciples), tirc 1a cac hoc tro. Cach goi nay ham
y rang tit cd mon sanh Cao Dai déu la sf tr +-F, 1a
nhitng ngudi dang hoc dao dé di thi, mot ky thi thoi ha
nguon mat ki€p mé ra cho ca thé gian.

DPao Cao Dai goi thé gian hién nay 1a “trwrong thi Long
Hoa”. Long Hoa #£3 nghia 1a Rong va Hoa. Long (rong)
am chi nam; Hoa dm chi ni. Ai thi dau sé du diéu kién
s6ng trong thoi hoang kim twong lai goi 1a “nguon thanh
dirc”. Ai rét dweong nhién bi dao thai.

Tén goi “trwong thi Long Hoa” goi nhé dén “cudc phdn
xét chung” d€ phan loai chién va dé, nhw chép trong

(31) Thanh that Binh Hoa, 28-8 Pinh Mui (Chi Nhit 01-10-1967).
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Phic Am theo Thanh Mat-théu (25:31-46). Chién (ctru)
la ngwoi thi ddu va dé 1a ké thi rét.

Khi ca thé gian nay la “trwdong thi Long Hoa” thi tit ca
nhitng ai sinh séng trén hanh tinh nay déu la ngwoi di
thi, du ho biét hay khéng biét chuyén d6. Theo y nghia
nay thi tit cd moi ngudi trong mot gia dinh déu cliing
nhau dv thi chung mot treong thi Long Hoa; thé nén,
hanh phc to tat nhat 13 tit cd moi ngwoi trong nha déu
thi dau.

Thanh gidao btrc Giao Tong Thai Bach Kim Tinh day:

Hdy c6 gang lo Gu bén phén

Diu ddn doan hdu tdn 32) cting di

Gia dinh hanh phitic xiét chi

Phu thé, mdu tir cung thi mét trudong.(33)

Loi day clia Dic Gido Tong xac dinh 1an nita rang,
theo gido ly Cao Pai, gia dinh la mét dao trang huin
luyén cha me, con cai cung lam s tt trong trwong thi
Long Hoa.

3. 0 mtc d6 cao nhit, gido duc gia dinh cé dinh
hwéng nham xay dung moi gia dinh tin d6 thanh mot

(32) hau tan #& i (the younger generation): L&p nguwoi di sau, tic la
con chau trong gia dinh.

(3) Thanh tinh Ngoc Minh Dai (Sai Gon), 14-02 Mau Than (Th& Ba
12-3-1968).
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cho dwa virng chac cia Hoi Thanh.

Gia dinh 12 chd dé€ tin hitu rén luyén ky ning truéc
khi dw phan vao dao sw cia Hoi Thanh. Twong tw, trong
Nhi Ky Ph6 Do, Phiic Am chép Thw 1 Thdnh Téng Do
Phao-16 Géi Ong Ti-mé-thé cé cau nay:

“Vi néu ai khéng biét cdch qudn tri gia dinh minh,34
lam sao ngwoi dy c6 thé chdm séc héi thdnh ciia Thién
Chtia?” (1 Ti-mo-thé 3:5)

Trong Tam Ky Pho D6, cac H6i Thanh Cao Dai con bi
gidi han & nhiéu mat: Chwa c6 trweong dao tao chitc sac,
chirc viéc mdét cach chinh quy va chuyén nghiép véi
nhiéu cip do. Thiéu nguodn tai lwc phong pha, doi dao dé
dam bao doi s6ng chirc sdc, chirc viéc hién than hanh
dao. Phan dong chirc sic, chirc viéc luc con sirc khode
hanh dao van phai nwong dwa vao sw bao trg cia gia
dinh. Dén khi gia yéu, hwu duwdng thi da so6 cac vi lai phai
quay vé nha, cdy nho gia dinh cham sdc.

Gi4o duc gia dinh vi thé nham gidp con cai biét dao va
hiéu dwoc gid tri nhitng gi cha me déng gép cho dao.
Nho d6, con cai cang thwong kinh va cang hét long Gng
ho cha me c6ng hién cho dao.

(3% N6i theo sach Pai Hoc, qudn tri gia dinh 1a té gia %%
(managing a family).
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Con cai con nén hiéu rang nhitng thanh céng va may
méin cla ching trén dwong doi déu 1a nho tho hwong
cong dirc cha me tich lily trong sudt hanh trinh lau dai
tu hoc va hanh dao.

Thanh gido Ptrc An Hoa Thanh Nit day:

“Sw tu hanh va céng dirc cua cha me (...) c6 dnh hwéng
tot dep dén con cdi trong gia dinh . ..” (35

Mbi gia dinh tin d6 Cao Dai 1a mdt ché dwa virng
manh cta Hoi Thanh, vi diy la noi cung cdp nhan sy
lam viéc cho thanh that, thanh tinh, hay cao hon l1a Hoi
Thanh.

Thanh gido Plirc Van Hanh Thién Sw day cac bac lam
cha lam me nhw sau:

“Trwdrc khi muén dem dao Iy truyén bd tha nhdn day
da, ciing dirng quén nhirng linh hon & chung quanh sdt
bén canh minh. D6 la vo con [chong con], anh em cung
thdn bdng, cé hitu. Minh da chon mét con dwong dao ly
dé ddt doi minh vao ddy thi phdi nhé ma dao tao dén lép
ngwoi khdc dé cé ngwoi tiép néi sw nghiép dao ly dy, vi
dao phdp la trwong lwu ma doi ngwoi hitu han. Néu
mudn cé 16p nguoi ké tiép sw nghiép dao ly, khéng ai dé

(35) Vian Phong Phé Théng Gido Ly, 14-5 Dinh Mui (Thtr Tw 21-6-
1967).
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dao tao hon con cdi trong gia dinh la nhitng mdm non,
nhirng hot giéng tét dd tho ldnh nhitng tw twdng, nhirng
phtic hué ctia phu mdu ngay tir trong bao thai.” (36)

Thénh gido Pirc Nguyén Trung Hau day:

“Con vé nhdn sy [cGa thanh that], theo ludt tre gia
mdng moc,37) cha me la dao hitu, khi gia phdi chét, con
lai dan con la déng nhi 1€ si, ké nghiép dao ctia me cha.
Ban Cai Qudn la linh hén cta thdnh thdt vé mdt hanh suw.
Hé 16;p nay liéu dao, 16p kia ké tiép. Do dé cdn dao tao va
hudn luyén mdm non dé cé ngwoi giiv gin va phdt trién
dao nghiép. Khdng 1é cha me hodc Ban Cai Qudn gia yéu,
qua doi hét, réi mwon ngwoi ngoai thé gian khéng hiéu gi
hét vé ldnh dao?” (38)

(36) Minh Ly Thanh Hoi, 06-10 Ky Dau (Th Bay 15-11-1969).

(37) Cling nhu “séng sau x6 s6ng trudc” 4 k4 71 7% (hdu ldng thoi
tién ling).

(38) Thanh that Nam Thanh (Sai Gon), 22-8 Pinh Mui (Thi Hai 25-
9-1967).
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Hai diéu Kkién tién quyét dé thwc hién
giao duc gia dinh c6 dinh hwéng

1. Mu6n thwc hién gido duc gia dinh cé dinh hwéng
thi chong va vo phai dong tAm, dong chi. Chi cidn chéng
hay vg khong hop tac, can tré thi gia dinh 1am vao canh
“tréng danh xuodi, kén théi ngwec”, lam sao dinh hwéng
gido duc dworc.

Cho nén hai vg chéng can c¢6 chung mot dinh hwéng
day db con céi, chia sé cing mot dirc tin ton gido. Cin
hiéu nhw vy dé x4c tin rang Tdn Ludt Cao Dai hoan toan
khong mau thuan véi chi treong hoa dong ton gido cla
dao Cao Pai mic du biéu Thi Sau trong Thé Ludt quy
dinh:

“Viéc hén la viéc rdt trong doi ngwoi. Phdi chon hén
trong ngwoi dong dao; trir ra khi nao ngwdi ngodi wng
thudn nhdp mén thi méi dwoc két lam giai ngau.” (Giai
ngau 1£ 48 : vo chdng,)39)

2. Khi dung vo ga chong cho con céi, cha me hady sang
su6t Iwa chon thong gia cho dung. Tuc ngir Viét Nam c6

(39 Hué Khai, Gia Pinh Trong Tdn Ludt Cao Pai / Family in the
Caodai New Law. Ha No6i: Nxb T6n Giao, 2014, tr. 16.
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cau: “Ldy vo xem tdng, ldy chong xem giéng.” N6 ngu y
khuyén phai cAn nhic xem bén théng gia ¢ phai la gia
dinh dao drc hay khong.

Nhiéu nguoi 1ay tiéu chi “moén dang hd déi” (49 theo
cac gia tri vat chit. Tai sao chon lwa nhw thé 1a mot sai
ldm? M6t khai niém cdn ban vé nghiép c6 thé hiru ich dé
tra loi cau hoéi nay.

Moi ngudi c6 biét nghiép (individual karma) cta ban
than va con phai chia sé cong nghiép (collective karma)
cda chinh gia dinh minh. Ngoai hai thi nghiép iy, trong
doi séng hon nhan, mdi nguwoi sé phai ganh chiu thém
mot phan biét nghiép ctia ban doi cling nhw mot phin
cdng nghiép cua gia dinh ban doi.

Vi vy, cha me nén biét rang néu minh chon thong gia
khong dao dirc (chidng han, sw gidu c6 cta ho rat mo
am), thi con cai minh at khoéng thoat khéi mot phan
nghiép xau ctia théng gia.

Théanh gido cia Drc Nguyén Vinh Tir day ro trach
nhiém cha me d6i v&i hon nhan cta con cai nhu sau:

40) mén dang hé d6i, mon dwong ho ddi F1E 7 ¥ (the families
are well-matched in social and economic status; well-matched
matrimonial alliance): Nha ctra, gia thé, dia vi hai gia dinh phai
twong xirng dé két 1am thong gia (matrimonial alliance). Pay 1a
quan niém théng thwong clia ngwoi doi.

HUE KHAI - 29

15

“Ho lai chon ré giau ré giéi, quyén quy hon minh ma
goi con vao trong nguc trdm ndm, khong nghi con minh
vao dé mdt tu bé dao, nhét chén linh hon mudn kiép mit
mo. Y d6 la y mén ding hé dbi, so sdnh bén ngodi, ndo
nghi thdng ré minh cé dao, thang chdng con minh cé tu la
vi hé phdp linh hén,(4) con minh nh¢o dé con dao con tu,
ma chi nghi ngwoi dy c6 ctia ¢6 quyén, c6 danh cé phdn.

Oi! Danh phdn rdi ciing hw, ciia quyén rdi ciing mdt, chi
c6 dao dirc la con, ma mdy ai [1ay d6 lam tiéu chi] chon ré
Iwa ddu, gdy mdm dao hanh twong lai, xdy ddp thinh
vwong.

Ho khéng ngé xa la vi ho chwa cé mét y thirc toi phwéc
hon kém hai mdt. Con con gdi, con trai ho ciing chwa y
thiec ldu dai. N6 chi ngé nhau trén bang cdp, trén do
qudn, gwong mdt bdnh bao, ma né khéng thdy dé la méi
hai cho doi, la con sdu lung lac long minh. N6 ddu cé di
sdu vao tdm dia con ngwoi, ma chi thdy gid tri mdt doi la
thé, chi c6 thé.” (42)

1) HY phap 3% % (dharma protector): Vi bao vé va gitt gin chanh
phéap (hé tri chdnh phdp %% iE i%: protecting and maintaining
the true dharma). Ho phap linh hon % #2693 % (a dharma
protector in terms of spirituality): Vi ho phap vé mat linh hon, gitr
cho moi tin @6 khong quén Thiy xa Pao.

“2) Trung Hung Btiru Toa, 27-3 Canh Ty (Thit Sdu 22-4-1960).
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Thay loi két

Hay con qua sém dé cé mot 1oi két vé deé tai gia dinh
dao dtrc theo gido ly Cao Pai. Hon nita, nhw da noi,
nhirng trang trén day chi la vai phac thao ban dau.

bé tham khao thém vé dé tai nay, c6 thé doc mét tip
sach mong (song ngit Viét-Anh) cia Hué Khai: Gia Dinh
Trong Tan Ludt Cao Pai / Family in the Caodai New Law
(Ha N6i: Nxb Tén Gido, 2014).

Tuy nhién, cAn lwu y rang khong phai gia dinh tin hiru
nao cling c6 con cai. Nhw vay, theo loi Thdnh Vinh
(127:3), thir héi cadc cap hon nhan dé c6 thiéu “di sdn
Chiia ban” hay mat “phdn thwéng Chia tdng” Khong?
Cau tra loi 1a khong, vi khi dwgc ranh rang vé con céi,
cac cap vo choéng ay c6 diéu kién phuc vu cho doi nhiéu
hon, gitp ich cho dao nhiéu hon.

Trong tong huan hiu Thwong Hi Dong Gidm Muc vé
gia dinh (nhan dé Familiaris consortio, Phan II, muc 14),
Ptrc Gido Hoang Gio-an Phao-16 Il minh giai:

“Tuy nhién, dirng quén rdng ngay cd khi khéng thé cé
con, doi séng vor chdngkhéng vi Iy do nay ma mdt di gid
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tri ctia né. That ra, sw hiém mudn lai cé thé la co hoi dé
doi ban doi dam dwong nhitng cong viéc quan trong khdc
phuc vu doi séng con ngwoi...”

T6i xin hét long kinh thanh cadm on linh muc Phé-ré
Nguyén Vian Hién (Gidam DPdc Hoc Vién Muc Vu Téng
Giao Phan TpHCM) va linh muc Phan-xi-c6 Xa-vi-é Bao
Loc (Gidam Hoc Hoc Vién) da toan tam toan y mé ra khoa
hoc lién ton “Tim Hiéu Céng Gido va Cao Pai” vao ngay
09-01-2021. Pay 1a thém mot d4u chi nita cho thiy rd Y
Chua tirng soi dan Cong Dong Vatican II thi nay vira lai
dwoc thi hién va dwgc nén trén qué hwong yéu dau Viét
Nam - cai néi cua hoa dong ton gido, sw hoa dong cao
quy ma dao Cao Dai khong ngirng cd vii, phat huy.

Vi phan trinh bay cua téi hdm nay rit can ké ngay bé
gidng khéa hoc lién toén nay, toi xin hoan hy cdm on tat
ca quy Ki-t6 hitu, quy dao htru moén sanh Minh Ly Thanh
Hoi, va quy anh chi em 4o trang Cao Dai. Trong hoan
canh dich bénh hoanh hanh noi noi, moi ngwoi van
nhan nai deo dudi khéa hoc nay. Khéng c6 quy vi hién
dién nhw thé thi khong c6 16p hoc. Khong c6 16p hoc thi
khong c6 khéa hoc lién ton. Cong dirc cua tat ca quy vi vi
vay qua that to tat 1am.
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Con ciu xin Pirc Cao Pai Thwong D€ va Dirc Chada Gié-
su Ki-td chan rwéi tran tré on lanh dén linh muc Phé-ro
Nguyén Vian Hién va linh muc Phan-xi-cd Xa-vi-é Bao
Loc dé hai vi muc t& hoan thanh m§ man s& vu thiéng
liéng.

Con ciu xin Thiy Cao Dai va Thiy Gié-su ban hong 4n
hd tri cho tip thé gidng vién va toan thé hoc vién cla
kho6a hoc déu dwoc than tAm an vui, tinh tin trén dwong
dai tu hoc va hanh dao.

Nam mé Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tdt Ma Ha Tat.
Nam mé Gia Té Gido Chu Ctru Thé Thién Tén.

HUE KHAI
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THE VIRTUOUS FAMILY
AS VIEWED BY CAODAISM

(A Preliminary Sketch of an Aspect of Family Education)

I am deeply in debted to my beloved brother,
LE ANH MINH, for his meticulous help in
reading my English manuscript and
offering precious suggestions.

Hué Khai
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From Heart to Heart

On Saturday morning, 09 January 2021, the Pastoral
Institute of the HCMC Archdiocese launched a course
named Discovering Catholicism and Caodaism. Included
in the course was the lecture entitled The Virtuous
Family as Viewed by Caodaism, presented by Hué Khai
on Saturday morning, 08 May 2021. This bilingual
booklet might be regarded as the fruit of the mentioned
lecture.

On 27 December 2020, Pope Francis announced the
year of Amoris Laetitia Family,() which prolongs fifteen
months, from 19 March 2021 until 26 June 2022.

Thus, the fact that family is one issue included in the
course might be not a coincidence but a thoughtful
arrangement made by the Pastoral Institute authorities.

It is possible to say that the virtuous family is a

(1) amoris (Latin): Love; laetitia (Latin): Joy.
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comprehensive issue. Hence, within the time given, I
shall provide a preliminary sketch of some main ideas
relevant to family education which is the fundamental
and foremost element to build up a family of virtue
successfully.

The reason is that a virtuous family results from
family education which helps Caodai followers perceive
their mission either when they intend to get married or
when they have got married.

Actually, according to a holy message bestowed by
Spirit Tran Hwng DPao, “establishing a family” means
imperceptibly receiving a “mission”.(2)

What is the meaning of family?

Encyclopaedia Britannica defines family as follows:

“Family, a group of persons united by the ties of
marriage, blood, or adoption, constituting a single
household and interacting with each other in their

@ Trung Hwng Biru Toa - the Precious Seat for Restoration (the
Caodai Missionary Holy Assembly, Da Nang city), Monday 11 Jan
1960.
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respective social positions, usually those of spouses,
parents, children, and siblings.” (3)

According to the above-quoted definition, family
begins from marriage; in other words, marriage is the
beginning of family. This concept has likewise been
accepted by Vietnamese people since old ages. Actually,
instead of saying, “He married her,” one says, “He built a
family with her.” The question “When did you get
married?” can be replaced by “When did you establish
your family?”

What does a virtuous family result from?

Fundamentally, a virtuous family results from a
virtuous marriage. What is the meaning of a virtuous
marriage? First of all, Caodai followers are taught that
the conjugal relationship between a man and a woman
does not consist in meeting the need to have sex.

Spirit Tran Hwng Pao’s holy message asserts:

“A conjugal union is not to meet the need of having sex;

(3 https://www.britannica.com/topic/family-kinship; accessed on 09 Mar 2021.
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in fact, it is a sacred and everlasting love.” ()

A common concept expresses that maintaining the
human race is the purpose of marriage.

Handed down from the First Universalism,®) Genesis
(1:27-28) narrates:

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image
of God he created them; male and female he created
them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth ...” ()

In the Third Universalism,(?) Spirit Tran Hung Pao’s
holy message affirms that maintaining the human race
is each married couple’s “mission”. Moreover, when
closely connected to a “mission”, the maintained race
shall be “a future generation” good and worthy.

Spirit Tran Hueng Pao’s holy message says:

“Everyone is interested in setting up a married couple’s

(9 The Precious Seat for Restoration, Monday 11 Jan 1960.

() According to the Caodai historical viewpoint, the First
Universalism stretched from ancient times to around the middle
of the 7th century BC (circa 650 BC).

(6 All Bible quotations in this booklet are quoted from Holy Bible,
New International Version, copyright ©2011 by Biblica, Inc.

() The Third Universalism commenced in around the middle of the
19th century.
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life, and then having offspring. As husband and wife, the
couple's union is designed to fulfil the mission to build up
their family and forge a future generation. Their
descendants are imparted a bright and cheerful spirit, a
warm and enthusiastic bloodstream, a model traditionally
handed down through ages.” (8)

Perceiving that having offspring is also the mission to
“forge a future generation”, one comprehends why Psalm
has this verse:

“Children are a heritage from the Lord; offspring is a
reward from Him.” (127:3)

If Psalm 127:3 is fully grasped, parents are not to ruin
such heritage or reward. Hence, Catholicism, Caodaism,
and other true religions naturally do not agree with any
legalisation of the abortion crime.

Nevertheless, in order to fulfil the mission to “forge a
future generation” as Spirit Tran Huwng Dao’s holy
message says, parents shall educate or instruct their
children right in the family, and shall not entirely
entrust their offspring to society.

® The Precious Seat for Restoration, Monday 11 Jan 1960.
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The virtuous family is the fruit of an education
journey starting right in the family

So as not to be uprooted from their own families, the
children of religious parents should be provided more
opportunities to enjoy the education based on the
virtuous tradition of their family as well as the guidance
or direction given by those having responsibility in the
religion followed by their parents.

In the First Universalism, the Old Testament reminds
parents of their responsibility for educating their
children as follows:

4

“(A) child left undisciplined disgraces its mother.”
(Proverbs 29:15)

“Discipline your children, and they will give you peace;
they will bring you the delights you desire.” (Proverbs
29:17)

Today, Familiaris consortio,(® a post-synodal apostolic

( Familiaris consortio (Latin) means “The fellowship of the
family”. Vatican translation is “On the Role of the Christian Family
in the Modern World”.
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exhortation (10 on family promulgated by Pope John
Paul Il on 22 November 1981, Part 11, 14, asserts:

“(T)he very institution of marriage and conjugal love
are ordained to the procreation and education of children

”

In the Third Universalism, numerous Caodai holy
messages advise parents to educate their offspring.

1. Since the first weeks of pregnancy, a mother
should start prenatal education (taijido R6%% - foetus
teaching). Spirit Tran Hung Pao’s holy message explains
prenatal education as follows:

“With a view to having a good human race in the
future, and having model families of the society, it is
required to start establishment, that is, establishing a
child while it is still in its mother’'s womb. The mother
should be constantly light-hearted and clear-sighted,
dignified when walking, standing, sitting, or lying down.
She should neither listen to bad things nor chatter
worthlessly, nor have unhealthy thoughts, nor watch
immoral scenes. Every moment she should think about
the child to be born, the child bestowed by the Almighty.

(10) A post-synodal apostolic exhortation is frequently issued
following a Synod of Bishops.
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She shall wholeheartedly cultivate herself during
pregnancy.” (11)

Following prenatal education is a years-long journey
of laboriously nourishing and educating a child. Spirit
Tran Hwng Pao’s holy message says:

“After a child has been born, while he or she is growing
up, the parents must make use of every skill and long-
time effort to support their child, whom they expect to
win an honourable position and a great achievement.” (12)

As Caodaists, who trust in God and who have a good
sense of doing good deeds as well as cultivating
themselves, parents must pay much more attention to
educating their offspring so as to avoid the irony that a
good tree produces bad fruit. Spirit Nhw Y Pao Thoan
Chon Nhon’s holy message recommends parents as
follows:

“Possessing a basis of religious mind, parents should
unceasingly move forward to guide offspring to follow the
right path. Could we just let a delicious fruit be eaten and
then its seed thrown away?” (13)

(11) The Precious Seat for Restoration, Monday 11 Jan 1960.
(12) The Precious Seat for Restoration, Monday 11 Jan 1960.
(13) Vinh Nguyén Pagoda (Long An province), Saturday 25 Dec 1965.
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The above-quoted phrase “to follow the right path”
reminds us of the advice recorded in the Old Testament,
which belongs to the First Universalism:

“Start children off on the way they should go, and
even when they are old they will not turn from it.”
(Proverbs 22:6)

And “to follow the right path” means to comply with
the norms of a virtuous life established by the family
tradition and the religion adhered to by the family.
Spirit Cao Triéu Trwc’s holy message says:

Teach children to step
on the right path decisively
And advise them to think of good deeds.(1%)

3. With a view to educating their own children,
parents themselves have to be a good example nearby,
lively, and frequent before their offspring’s eyes, in their
everyday thoughts and activities. Since old ages, this
method has been named shénjiao % #x - teaching by
example (i.e., teaching others by one’s own example
rather than theoretical and wordy speech). Indeed, a
smoking father certainly cannot advise his teenaged son
against trying cigarettes. In the same way, if a mother is

(19 The Heavenly Principle seance (Saigon), Friday 17 Sep 1965.
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unfilial to her parents-in-law as well as her own
parents, she definitely cannot ask her childdren to show
respect and filial duty to their parents.

In the First Universalism, instead of advising parents
to set an example to their offspring, the Old Testament
recommends parents to lead such a life that their
children should always feel proud of them:

“(P)arents are the pride of their children” (Proverbs
17:6)

In the Third Universalism, Spirit Mother Buddha’s
holy message advises female Caodai followers as
follows:

“You should focus on the duty of exemplary mothers or
sisters, and build up the norms of virtue in every family.
You should set up an example for your children so that
they will not lose their right way later.” (15

Fundamentally, what should exemplary parents be
like? Drawing a beautiful sketch of a virtuous family,
Spirit Tran Hwng Pao’s holy message describes:

“Parents are paragons for their children. Elder siblings
are a pattern for younger ones. The husband is righteous
and his wife is agreeable. The inferior respects the

(15 Binh Hoa holy house (Gia Pinh province), Friday 26 Sep 1969.
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superior, and the superior thoughtfully cares for the
inferior. The whole household lead a beautiful life, free
from any trouble. The family is in harmony and comfort.
Inside and outside the house is clean and orderly. If poor,
still live uprightly; if wealthy, be free from filthiness.” (16)

Oriented education in the Caodai family

In Caodai families children are educated in a specific
orientation which is of three levels as follows:

1. Basically, family is the starting point of the
children's education journey to lead their lives in
conformity with the principles of the Way of Man A&
(Réndao). Spirit Nhw Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon’s holy
message asserts:

“The Way of Man starts from the family.” (17)

Before anything else, the oriented family education
aims at teaching children to do good deeds, to live
honestly, and to be good citizens. Borrowing the words
by Matthew (13:17), we can say that the family

(16) The Precious Seat for Restoration, Monday 11 Jan 1960.
(17 Vinh Nguyén Pagoda (Long An province), Tuesday 05 Jan 1965.
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education is purposed to help children become
righteous people. Spirit Lé Van Duyét’s holy message
maintains:

“In a religious family, parents train their children to
become virtuous, which is a happiness.” (18)

Spirit Van Hanh Zen Master’s holy message says:

“Each family is a unit of the society; thus, religious
parents should establish the virtuous norms for their
children’s lives. The children will lead a noble and lovely
lifestyle. This spiritual aspect will influence nearby
families. If there are more and much more families like
those, their influence will spread far and wide.” (19)

2. At a higher level, children should be guided to
follow the good example of their parents by practising
self-cultivation and participating in religious affairs. The
holy message by Spirit Pong Phwong Chwdéng Quan
advises parents:

“Due to predestined causes, they were born to be your
children. You love them, look after their needs, care for
their growth, let them have adequate food and clothing,
and afford their schooling to develop their minds. With

(18) The Principle Clarifying Holy Assembly, Monday 07 Apr 1975.
(19 The Principle Clarifying Holy Assembly, Saturday 09 Oct 1971.
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such deeds, however, you have only done half of your duty
because they are just cared for physically and rationally
while their spirituality, consciences, and souls are still
hungry and thirsty.” (20)

The warning that their “souls are still hungry and
thirsty” reminds us of what Jesus said in the Second
Universalism:(21)

“What good is it for someone to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36)

Let’s return to Spirit Pong Phwong Chwdng Quan’s
holy message:

“A father wishing to fulfil his parental mission must
provide conditions to help his children understand Caodai
teaching as he does. When they understand Caodaism and
participate in its affairs, there are two benefits
concerning concealed virtuousness (22) and spirit.

(200 The Vietnam Organ for Universalising Caodai Teaching,
Saturday 24 Jun 1972.

21) According to the Caodai historical viewpoint, the Second
Universalism spread from around the middle of the 7th century
BC to around the middle of the 19th century (from circa 650 BC
to circa 1850 AD). It is noteworthy that the term Achsenzeit
(Axial Age, Axial Period, or Axis Time), coined by German
philosopher Karl Jaspers (1883-1969), is to some extent similar
to the Second Universalism as conceived by Caodaism.

(22) Hidden good deeds (4% yinzhi) or concealed virtue (/%44
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Concerning hidden virtuous deeds, when parents
together with children cultivate themselves, do merits
and virtues, create unseen goodness, all of them are
pushing up the fast progress of spiritual evolution till the
day they attain to Dao.

Materially, for example, while parents are doing their
utmost day and night to accumulate a fortune, their
children are, contrarily, squandering money on
debauchery; thus, when will the family make a
substantial fortune?

Unseen goodness is similar to that. Once children are
aware of Dao, cultivate themselves and do the Dao, they
will make their parents feel in high spirits, and the family
becomes more pleasant and comfortable.

While parents work hard, live thriftily, and consciously
seek every small chance to accumulate merits and virtues,
children on the contrary excessively indulge in
debauchery and cause lots of trouble for their parents.
Living in a bad mood, how can parents practise self-

yindé) are secret acts of virtue unknown to the public but
witnessed by divinities. In the Second Universalism, Jesus Christ
taught his disciples to do hidden good deeds as follows, “But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
(Matthew 6:3-4)
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cultivation at ease?

My dear brothers and sisters! Those aware of doing
self-cultivation are intentionally bringing happiness to
their family members and relatives as well.” (23)

Spirit Thién Hanh Pong Tit's holy message says:

“Thanks to interlaced predestined relationships, in the
present kalpas they are born to a family where parents or
siblings are aware of Dao and cultivate themselves, or
they promptly have convenient circumstances to enjoy a
chance to facilitate their opening holy mind, developing
holy virtue, practising the Way of Saints and then the
Way of Immortals, the Way of Buddhas gradually. Saying
so to occasionally remind you that you should attentively
support and guide your descendants so as not to delay
their evolution or waste their opportunities to have
human lives.” (24)

Absorbing these above-quoted holy messages, Caodai
followers perceive that every Caodai family is a place
to learn and practise the Dao, or a religious school.
The path of self-cultivation for liberation starts right in
each follower’s family.

23) The Vietnam Organ for Universalising Caodai Teaching,
Saturday 24 Jun 1972.

(29 The Principle Clarifying Holy Assembly, Friday 08 Jun 1973.
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Actually, in principle, each Caodai family is a place
to learn and practise the Dao. A Caodai follower’s
family is a place for self-cultivation as well as doing the
Dao every day and throughout his or her lifetime.
(Similarly, according to Catholicism, each Christian
family is a Church at home.) Consequently, holy
messages advise Caodai followers that they are not
required to carry out self-cultivation by leaving their
families and joining a religious temple. In other words,
they can cultivate themselves, learn and practise the
Dao, live with Dao right in their own families.

Spirit Cao Triéu Phat’s holy message asserts:

“Who can live without food, clothing and shelter? Who
doesn’t have a family to maintain his bloodline in his
descendants? However, let your food, clothing, housing,
and family comply with the norms of goodness,
virtuousness, nobleness, and cleaness. Then, a secular
man is also a man of Dao; a worldly life is parallel with a
life of Dao, and they should not be separated into two
opposing ways or directions.” (25

When bestowing holy messages at evoking séances,
divinities in the Third Universalism often address the
attendants as “chw nhu” or “chw si”.

(25 Binh Hoa holy house, Sunday 01 Oct 1967.

HUE KHAI - 51

26

Chw nhu (chw nho) #4% and chw si #+ (all
disciples) are synonymous. These terms imply that all
Caodai followers are candidates for the general
examination held in the last kalpas of this world.

Caodaism names our present world “the Long Hoa
examination field”. Long Hoa #£3% (Lénghud) means
Dragons and Flowers. Dragons implies males; Flowers,
females. Those who pass this general examination will
be qualified to live in a coming golden era named
“nguon thanh dic” (% 4% & 7L shéngdé ji yudn, the era of
holy virtue). Those who fail will inevitably be
eliminated.

The name “Long Hoa examination field” reminds us of
“the common judgement” to distinguish sheep from
goats, as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew (25:31-46).
Sheep are successful candidates and goats, the failed.

When the whole world is “the Long Hoa examination
arena”, every human on this planet is naturally a
candidate, no matter whether he knows it or not. By this
meaning, all members of a family are also candidates for
the same Long Hoa examination; thus, the greatest
happiness is that the whole household can pass this
examination.
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The Spiritual Pope Ly Thai Bach’s holy message
advises:

Do try hard to fulfil your duties
Of leading your offspring

on the same faith journey

Thus, how happy your family is
When parents and children
attend the same examination (26)

The Spiritual Pope Ly Thai Bach’s holy message
confirms again that Caodai teaching regards each family
as a place to train parents and children, who are
candidates for the Dragon-Flower examination.

3. At the highest level, the oriented family education
aims at building each Caodai family as a strong
mainstay of the Holy Assembly.

Family is where Caodaists drill their skills to
participate in the Holy Assembly’s affairs. In the Second
Universalism, likewise, sending his First Letter to
Timothy, Paul the Apostle wrote:

“If anyone does not know how to manage his own
family, how can he take care of God’s church?”
(1 Timothy 3:5)

(26) Ngoc Minh Dai holy meditation house, Tuesday 12 Mar 1968.
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In the Third Universalism, Caodai Holy Assemblies
are limited in several aspects. They have not yet
established seminaries that regularly and professionally
train dignitaries and officials at various levels. They lack
abundant financial resources to adequately support
dignitaries and officials who devote their lives to their
Holy Assemblies. When being healthy to perform
religious missions, most of them still have to depend
upon support from their families. When becoming
decrepit, they mostly spend retirement at home with
their families, where they are cared for.

Consequently, family education aims at helping
children understand the religion of their family and
appreciate the values of their parents’ religious
contributions. Then, the more they love and respect
their parents, the more they wholeheartedly support
their religious devotion.

The children should also perceive that their success
and fortunate cases in life result from their parents’
merits accumulated throughout a long journey of self-
cultivation and serving their religion. Spirit An Hoa
Thanh Nit's holy message maintains:

“Parents’ self-cultivation and merits (...) favourably
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affect offspring in the family . ..” 27)

Each Caodai family is a strong mainstay of the Holy
Assembly because it provides manpower for holy
houses or the Holy Assembly.

Spirit Van Hanh Zen Master’s holy message advises
parents as follows:

“Before wishing to spread religious teachings to other
people everywhere, do not neglect the souls surrounding
and close to you. They are your spouse and children, your
siblings and relatives as well as your friends. Having
chosen a path of divine principles to entrust your life, you
must remember to train a next generation so that your
noble career will have successors. The dharma current is
non-stop while your life is limited. If wishing to have a
class of successors to your noble career, no one easier to
train than your children who are young sprouts or good
seeds having received parents’ moral thoughts and
benevolent favours right since the days in their mother’s
womb.” (28)

Spirit Nguyén Trung Hau’s holy message says:

“As for the personnel of a holy house, according to the

(27) The Office for Universalising Caodai Teaching, Wed 21 Jun 1967.
(28) The Principle Clarifying Holy Assembly, Saturday 15 Nov 1969.
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principle that old bamboo trees produce young shoots,(29)
when old-aged Caodaist parents have passed away, their
religious career should be taken over by their offspring.
Concerning administration, the Managing Board is the
soul of a holy house. If one generation departs this life, it
will be replaced by the next one. Consequently, it is
required to educate and train young kids to have those
who will preserve and develop the religious career of
their predecessors. How could it be that parents or the
Managing Board are decrepit or dead, outsiders unaware
of Caodaism are borrowed to run the holy house?” (30)

Two prerequisites
for carrying out the oriented family education

1. To carry out oriented family education, husband
and wife must be of the same mind. If not, the family
education cannot be oriented.

Thus, they should have the same orientation for
educating their children, and share the same faith. It is

(29 A Chinese proverbs says: 4 J& 4 AT J%. (The waves behind drive
on those ahead, so does each new generation replace the old one.)
(30) Nam Thanh holy house (Saigon), Monday 25 Sep 1967.
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necessary to grasp this point to maintain that the
Caodai New Law is not at all inconsistent with the
Caodai policy of religious harmony although the Sixth
Article of Secular Law stipulates:

“Marriage is a very important event in life. A spouse
should be chosen among co-religionists; marriage with a
person of another religion is impossible unless the spouse-
to-be agrees to follow Caodaism.” 31)

When helping their son or daughter get married,
parents should wisely choose a right matrimonial
alliance with another family. A Vietnamese proverb
says, “Ldy vo xem tdng, Idy chdng xem giéng.” Literally, it
means, “Choose a wife by her ancestry, and choose a
husband by his breed.” Figuratively, it advises parents to
consider if their matrimonial alliance partner is
virtuous or not.

So many people mistakenly set the norms for their
well-matched matrimonial alliance in terms of material
values. Why is such a choice mistaken? A basic
conception of karma can helpfully provide an answer to
this question.

In addition to his own karma (individual karma), each

1) Hué Khai, Gia Pinh Trong Tdn Ludt Cao Pai / Family in the
Caodai New Law. Ha No6i: Religion publishing house, 2014, p. 54.
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person is simultaneously affected by the collective
karma (which is shared amongst his own family
members). Apart from these two kinds of karma, while
leading a married life, every person shall partly bear his
or her spouse’s individual karma as well as the
collective karma of his or her family-in-law.

Consequently, parents should be aware that if they
choose a matrimonial alliance with a virtueless family,
whose richness is so dubious, their own offspring shall
inevitably not get free from part of their matrimonial
alliance partner‘s bad karma.

Spirit Nguyén Vinh Ti’s holy message clarifies the
parental responsibility for children’s marriage as
follows:

“They even choose a son-in-law richer, better, of
ranking higher than theirs to send their daughter to jail
forever. They do not think that their daughter while living
with that man will loose her path of self-cultivation,
neglect her religion, and let her soul imprisoned in
darkness for myriads of kalpas. They are just interested in
a well-matched matrimonial alliance, in a superficial
comparison. Simply thinking of choosing a man of power,
fame, and rank for their daughter, they never wisely think
that if their son-in-law adheres to the same religion and
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consciously cultivates himself, he is spirituallty a dharma
protector, who helps their daughter preserve her religion
and maintain her path of self-cultivation.

Alas! Fame and rank will unavoidably decay; wealth
and power will inevitably vanish. Although only virtue
exists forever, very few people take it as a norm to choose
their children-in-law, sowing the seeds of moral conduct
and building up prosperity for the future.

They are not visionary because they have not yet
realised the superiority of virtuousness over wickedness.
Their sons and daughters do not, either. Their children
only look at each other through diplomas, spruce clothing
and appearance but fail to recognise that those things
are harmful to society or worms deterring their will.
Instead of reaching the bottom of human heart, they only
see the superficiality of life, and just so.” (32)

In lieu of a conclusion

It is too early to offer a final conclusion about the
virtuous family as viewed by Caodaism. Moreover, as

(32) The Precious Seat for Restoration, Friday 22 Apr 1960.
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said before, these above pages are only a preliminary
sketch of the issue.

For more reference of this topic, a Hué Khai's
Vietnamese-English book entitled Gia DPinh Trong Tan
Ludt Cao Pai / Family in the Caodai New Law (Ha Noi:
Religion publishing house, 2014) should be recommended
reading.

We should, however, notice the fact that not every
family has two parents and one or more kids. On this
account, as Psalm (127:3) says, do such childless
couples of marriage lack “a heritage from the Lord” or
lose “a reward from Him”? The answer is no, because
when not occupied with children, they have more
conditions to make lots of useful contributions to
society and their religious community as well.

In a post-synodal apostolic exhortation on family
(entitled Familiaris consortio, Part II, 14), Pope John
Paul II clarifies the point as follows:

“It must not be forgotten however that, even when
procreation is not possible, conjugal life does not for this
reason lose its value. Physical sterility in fact can be for
spouses the occasion for other important services to the
life of the human person . ..”

*
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[ would like to express my most sincere and
respectful thanks to both priest Peter Nguyén Van Hién
(Director of the Pastoral Institute of the HCMC
Archdiocese) and priest Francis Xavier Bao Loc
(Director of Studies of the Pastoral Institute) for their
wholeheartedness and mindfulness to launch an inter-
religious course named Discovering Catholicism and
Caodaism on 09 January 2021. This is another sign to
clearly show that the Lord’s Will, which once guided
Vatican II, has just been manifested and realised again
in our beloved Vietnam - a cradle of religious harmony,
of a noble harmony unceasingly advocated and
developed by Caodaism.

As my today’s presentation is very close to the end of
this inter-religious course, I would like to convey my
joyous thanks to all of my precious friends from
Saigon’s Catholic community and the Principle
Clarifying Holy Assembly as well as my Caodai brothers
and sisters. Amidst the global pandemic’s rampage,
everyone has patiently pursued this course. Without
your attendance, the class would have been cancelled,
and thus, our inter-religious course would have failed.
The merits of you all are so considerable indeed.

May Caodai God and Jesus Christ bestow overflowing
favours upon priest Peter Nguyén Vian Hién and priest
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Francis Xavier Bao Ldc to help these two shepherds
satisfactorily fulfil their sacred missions.

May Caodai the Master and Jesus the Master bestow
great favours upon every instructor and attendant of
this course to help us enjoy physical and mental peace
and gladness, dedicate ourselves to progress on the long
journey of self-cultivation and doing the Dao.

Namo Caodai the Immortal
the Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva.
Nammo Jesus the Founder, the Saviour of the World,
and the Heaven-Honoured One.

HUE KHAI
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Sau bi tich hén phéi trong

Toa Thanh Cao Dai Tay Ninh,

c6 dau va chu ré dang tré vé nha.
Anh muon trong

Le Caodaisme en image,

clia Gabriel & Marguerite Gobron
(Paris: Nxb Dervy, 1949).

After the sacrament
of matrimony administered in
the Tay Ninh Caodai Holy See,

the just married couple

are returning home.

The picture borrowed from

Le Caodaisme en image,

by Gabriel & Marguerite Gobron
(Paris: Dervy Pub., 1949).

Quyén 137-1

trong CHUO'NG TRINH
CHUNG TAY AN TONG
KINH SACH PAI DAO

ISBN:978-604-328-810-0
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7860431288100

9

Sach 4n téng. Khong ban.
Free Gift Book. Not for Sale.



