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Hu¢ Khai, ky hoa but chi. (Hoa si Biru Long)

GIAO CAM

Theo tir dién Merriam-Webster, tién to (prefix)
non- c6 nghia 1a not (khong phai); other than (khac
hon)."’ Do d6, tuy cédc vin ban phd bién xua nay
trong Cong gido hau nhu déu dich non-Christian 1a
“ngoai Kitd gido”, téi quen dich non-Christian la
“khong phai Kit6 gido”. Mot 1an nita, trong bai viét
nay toi dich Nostra Aetate: Declaration on the
Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions
1a “Nostra Aetate: Tuyén ngdn vé Quan hé cua
Gido hoi voi cac Ton gido khong phai Kitd gido™.

Ban tiéng Anh Nostra Aetate trich lai noi day Ia
ban dugc Vatican chanh thirc cong bd trén
Internet,” va duoc truy cdp ngdy 28-10-2015, tirc
la ding ndm muoi ndm sau ngay Thanh Gido
hoang Phaold VI (1897-1978) cong bd Tuyén ngon
nay.

Nostra Aetate (Trong Thoi dai Ching ta) bao
gém nam ndi dung ngin gon danh sb tir 1 dén 5,

O http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/non-

@ http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/
documents/vat-ii_decl 19651028 nostra-actate_en.html.



trong dé s6 3 va sd 4 dic biét noéi riéng dén dao
Islam va dao Do Théi. Trong ban tiéng Anh di néu
trén, khong ké nhan d& va muoi 1am chd thich cubi
van kién, hai ndi dung thir ba va thtr tu gém 816 tur
s0 voi tong s6 1594 tir, tirc 1a chiém 51% nodi dung
Tuyén ngdn. Trong bai viét nay, t6i khong din lai
hai ndi dung ay boi 1& t6i mubén huéng dén mot
chiéu kich da ton gido thay vi mot vai ton gido cu
thé nao do.

Hoi déng Gidam muc Dai két va cdc Quan hé
Lién ton (Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and
Inter-religious Relations) ciia Uc chau ngay 26-10-
2015 da pho bién bai viét ky niém kim khanh
Nostra Aetate.”” Dan lai bai viét dang chd y nay
cua Hoi déng, mdi khi thém mét chi tiét ndo khong
c6 trong nguyén tic, toi dit phan thém dé trong dau
ngodc vudng [...].

Bai viét nay ctia mot tin hitu Cao Dai xin khiém
tén gép 10i kinh ming kim khanh ky niém ban
Tuyén ngdn da déng dau an vao lich st loai nguoi
duong dai. La tin hitu mdt ton gido bao dung,
nguoi dao Cao Pai duong nhién tdn thanh va Ung
hd nhiing ddi thoai lién tén cua céc cong doan
Cong gido bat ngudn tir Nostra Aetate. Riéng ddi

v6i cong dong tin hiru Cao Dai, t6i nghi ring
nhimng tri thirc vé Nostra Aetate rt hiru ich, gitip
ching ta hiéu o hon 1y do va y nghia nhitng dip
ngudi Cong gido tiép xic ngudi Cao Pai. Chiing ta
nén san sang cho nhitng gip g& nhu vay.

Sau khi bai viét nay ding trén nguyét san Cong
gido va Dan téc (s6 250, thang 10-2015), tdi sira
chita mot vai tir ngit va dich sang tiéng Anh. T6i
chan thanh bay t6 long biét on thay T Poan, mot
ddng nghiép ddng kinh da doc ban dich va gbp
nhiéu ¥ kién hiru ich.

T6i ciing trén trong cam ta tat ca quy vi Manh
Thuong Quan ludn ludén nhiét tam tai trg Chuong
Trinh Chung Tay An Téng Kinh Sich Pai Pao;
nho thé, hang ngan ban sich nay dugc goi dén
déng dao ban doc gan xa.

Chiing con thanh tdm ciu nguyén Dtc Chi Ton
ban on lanh dén tit ca 4n nhan cua chiing con va
ctru huyén that t6 nhirng vi ching con mii mang
on.

Nam mé Cao Pai Tién Ong Dai Bé Tdt Ma Ha Tdt.

Théng 12-2015
Hué Khai

@ http://www.ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/documents-and-
statements/roman-catholic/other-conferences-of-catholic-
bishops/1352-australia-na. (Truy cép 28-10-2015.)



TRONG THO!I DAl CHUNG TA
VOl TAM TINH MOT TIN HUU CAOQ DA

I. TRICH DICH NOSTRA AETATE

TUYEN NGON
VE QUAN HE CUA GIAO HOI
VGI CAC TON GIAO KHONG PHAI KITO GIAO
NOSTRA AETATE (TRONG THOI DAI CHUNG TA)
DO DUC GIAO HOANG PHAOLO VI
CONG BO NGAY 28 THANG 10 NAM 1965

1. Trong thoi dai ching ta, khi ngay ting ngay loai
ngudi dang duoc kéo xich lai gin nhau hon, va nhitng quan
hé¢ gilta nhitng dan tdc khdc nhau dang tré nén bén chit
hon, Gido hoi xem xét k¥ hon moi quan hé cua minh véi
céc ton gido khong phai Kitd gido. Trong nhi€ém vu thuc
day sy hoa higp va va tinh yéu thuong giita con ngudi, thyuc
ra la gitta cdc dan tdc, & Tuyén ngbn nay trudce ti€én Gido
hoi xem xét con ngudi c6 chung diéu gi va diéu gi kéo con
ngudi dén véi tinh hiru nghi.

Cong dong tat ca cac dan toc 1a mdt, ngudn gbc cua ho la
mdt, vi Thién Chida da cho toan thé loai nguodi sinh song
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trén miat dia cau.'” Muc dich sau cung cua ho ciing 1a mot —
Thién Chia. Sy quan phong ctia Ngai, nhitng hién bay cua
Ngai vé sy lanh, va ké hoach ctru d6 ctia Ngai mé rong cho
tat ca con ngudi,” cho dén khi nhitng ngudi duge chon loc
s€ duoc hi¢p nhat & Thanh Thanh, 12 noi ruc rd anh vinh
quang cua Thién Chda, noi cic dan tdc s€ budc di trong

anh sang cua Ngéi.m

Con nguoi ky vong cic ton gido khic nhau gidi dap

M «“Tyr mot ngudi duy nhit, Thién Chia da tao thanh toan thé
nhan loai, dé ho & trén khép mit dat; Nguoi da vach ra nhiing
thoi ky nhit dinh va nhitng ranh giéi cho noi & ctia ho.” (Cong
vu Tong do 17:26).

@ “Tir chan troi nay, Duc Khon ngoan vuon manh téi chan troi
kia, cai quan moi loai that t6t dep.” (Khon ngoan 8:1);

“Tuy vay Ngudi khong nging 1am chimg cho minh, khi thi an
gidng phic, ban mua tir tréi va mua mang sung tic cho céic
ban, va cho cdc ban dugc no long, dugc an vui.” (Cong vu
Tong do 14:17);

“Ngay d6, Thién Chia s& thudng phat mdi ngudi tiy theo viéc
ho 1am; nhitng ai bén chi 1am viéc thién ma tim vinh quang,
danh dy va phiic trudng sinh bat tir, thi Thién Chiia s& cho ho
duoc séng doi doi...” (Réma 2:6-7);

“Béng mudn cho moi nguoi dugc cuu d6 va nhan biét chan
1y.” (I Timothé 2:4).

@ “Thanh chang cAn mit trdi mat trang chiéu sang, vi da c6 vinh
quang Thién Chua toa rang, va Con Chién 1a ngon dén chiéu
soi. Céc dan ngoai s& tién budc theo dnh sang cia thanh, va
vua chia tran gian dem kho tang vinh quang téi d6.” (Khdai
huyén 21:23-24).
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nhitng bi 4n chwa cé giai ddp vé than phan con ngudi,
nhitng bi an ma hom nay, tham chi ca trong thud xua, van
khudy dong siu tham tdm hon con ngudi: Con ngudi 12 gi?
Y nghia va myc dich cudc doi ching ta 1a gi? Thién lwong
1a chi va toi 18i 1a chi? Do dau ma c6 dau kho va c6 khd
dau dé 1am gi? Pau 1a con dudng dan t6i hanh phic that
su? Céi chét, su phan xét, va thuong phat sau khi chét 1a
gi? Cubi cing, sy huyén nhiém t6i hau khong thé dién ta
vén ludn bao trim cudc ton sinh cta ching ta 1a gi? —
Chting ta tir dau dén va chiing ta s& di vé dau?

2. TUr xua dén nay, nguoi ta nhan thiy gitra cdc dan toc
khac nhau ¢6 mot nhan thirc nao dé vé quyén niang an tang
ay, né quanh quét, lang vang trong qué trinh chuyén bién
ctia van vat va trong nhitng bién ¢ cua lich str con ngudi;
thinh thoang mot s6 ngudi qua that da di dén chd thira nhan
su hién hitu cia mot Pang Téi Cao, hay tham chi 1a mot
Nguoi Cha. Nhan thuc va sy thura nhan nay nhuén 201
nhitng manh doi ciia ho mot ¥ nghia ton gido siu sic.

Tuy nhién, céc ton gido gan b6 véi mot nén van héa cp
cao da cb ging giai ddp nhiing thic mic ndi trén bang
nhitng khéi niém tinh té hon va bang mot ngdn ngir phat
trién hon. Thé nén trong An gido, con nguoi suy niém vé
huyén nhiém thiéng liéng va dién ta huyén nhiém 4y bang
v6 van than thoai phong phu va bang truy van triét hoc. Ho
tim phuong thodt khoi ndi thong khé ciia than phan con
ngudi ching ta, hodc bang nhitng cdch tu hanh khé hanh,
hoac béng céch thién dinh thim siu, hodc béng cich chay
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nhanh dén Thuong Dé véi long yéu thuong va tin cdy.
Ngoai ra, gdm nhiéu tong phai khdc nhau, Phat gido nhan
thirc sy bat tic can ban ctia ¢di doi bién dich nay; dao Phat
day mot con dudng cho nhiing ai tin thanh sing mg, bang
nhing nd luc cta chinh ban than hodc nhd On Trén ho tri,
¢6 thé hodc thanh tyu gidi thodt tron ven hoac dat dugc gidc
ngd vo thugng. Ciing thé, cdc tén gido khic c¢6 mat & moi
noi déu cb ging giai trir ndi bat an trong tim hon con
ngudi; theo cach thic riéng ciia minh, mdi tén gido déu dua
ra “cdc con duong”, bao gdm gido 1y, quy tic sdng doi, va
cdc nghi 1€ thiéng liéng.

Gido hoi Cong gido khong bac bo nhitng gi chan that va
thanh thiéng trong cic ton gido nay. V&i long kinh trong
chan thanh, Gido hoi xem nhitng cédch thirc hanh xur va céc
nép sdng 4y, nhing gidi rin va gido 1y 4y, mic dii ¢ nhiéu
g6c do c6 khic biét véi nhitng gi Gido hoi chu truong va
tuyén xung, nhung thuong phan dnh mdt tia sdng cua Chan
1y, cdi Chén 1y soi roi tit ca con ngudi. That vay, Gido hoi
tuyén bd va phai khong nging tuyén b rang Puc Kitd 1a
“duong di, su that, va su séng” (Gioan 14:6), con nguoi c6
thé tim thay ¢ Puc Kitd du day doi sdng ton gido, va & Puc
Kitd, Thién Chda hoa giai van vét v6i chinh Thién Chia.”

@ “Moi sy 4y déu do boi Thién Chia 1a Dang da nho Duc Kitd
ma cho ching ta dugc hoa gidi voi Nguoi, va trao cho ching
toi chtc vu hoa giai. That vay, trong Puc Kitd, Thién Chuia da
cho thé gian duoc hoa giai voi Nguoi. Nguoi khong con chap
t6i nhan loai nira, va giao cho chiing toi cong bd 10i hoa giai.”
(2 Corint6 5:18-19).
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Vi thé, thong qua dbi thoai va hop tic véi tin d6 cic ton
gido khéc, dugc thyc thi than trong trong yéu thuong va
lam chimg t4 cho dtic tin va doi séng Kitd hitu, Gido hoi
thic giuc con cdi Gido hoi thra nhan, duy tri va co vii
nhitng diéu thién hao ca vé tim linh va dao duc, ciing nhu
nhiing gia tri van héa - xa hoi duoc tim thiy gitta tin d6 céc
ton gido khéc.

[Lwoc bot 56 3 va 56 4, néi vé Islam va Do Thdi gido.]

5. Chiing ta that sy khong thé kéu cau Thién Chia, Cha
cua van loai, néu ching ta khong chiu ddi xtt nhu anh em
v6i bat ky mot ai, vén dugc tao dung theo hinh anh Thién
Chua. Lién hé ctua con nguoi véi Thién Chda la Cha, va
lién hé€ cua con nguoi voi con nguoi 1a anh em minh, cé hai
gan két nhau nhu Kinh Thénh néi: “Ai khoéng thuong yéu
thi khong biét Thién Chia.” (1 Gioan 4:8)

Vi vay, bat ky mot 1y thuyét hay hanh dong nao din dén
ky thi gifra nguoi va nguodi hay gitra dan tdc va dan tdc, cho
t6i murc d6 13 nhan pham ciia ho va nhiing quyén bat ngudn
tir nhan pham ay, déu khong c6 co s& dé ton tai.

Gido hoi khong chap nhan bat cir su ky thi hay quiy
nhiéu nao chéng lai con ngudi vi phan biét chung tdc, mau
da, giai cip, hay ton gido, boi 1& su ky thi hay quiy nhiéu
ay trai nghich tinh than Dt Kité. Nguoc lai, noi theo budc
chan Thanh Téng d6 Phérd va Phaold, thuong hoi dong
thiéng liéng nay khan thiét moi goi cdc Kitd hitu trung
thanh véi 10i day “duy tri tinh anh em t6t dep giira céc dan
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toc” (1 Phérd 2:12), va néu c6 thé duoc, hiy sdng phan
minh trong hoa binh véi tat ca moi ngu:(‘)'i,(S) dé cho ho ¢6
thé that su 12 con céi cua ding Cha Troi.©

II. TIM HIEU NOSTRA AETATE

1. Giéi thiéu Nostra Aetate

Nhan dé tiéng Latin Nostra Aetate c6 nghia “trong thoi
dai ching ta”. Hoi déng Giam muc Pai két va cdc Quan hé
Lién ton (Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Relations) cia Uc chau viét:

“Nam nay ddnh ddu kim khdnh ky niém Nostra
Aetate, la Tuyén ngon cia Cong dong Vatican II vé
Quan hé cua Gido hoi voi cdc Ton gido khong phai
Kitd gido. Vin kién nay da thay déi thdi do ciia Gido
héi doi véi tin hitu cdc ton gido khdc. Lan ddu tién
trong lich su, Gido hoi da noi mot cdch tich cuc vé
cdc ton gido khdc. Tuyén ngdn nay dwoc moi nguoi

© “Hay lam tit ca nhitng gi anh em c6 thé 1am dugc, dé sng
hoa thudn véi moi ngudi.” (Réma 12:18).

© «“Nhy vay, anh em méi dugc trd nén con cdi cia Cha anh em,
Dang ngy trén trdi, vi Ngudi cho mit troi ciia Nguodi moc 1én
soi sang ké xdu cling nhu ngudi tot, va cho mua xubng trén
ngudi cong chinh ciing nhu ké bat chinh.” (Mdtthéu 5:45).
* Céc cau Kinh Thanh trong phan chi thich cin cir theo ban
dich ctia Nhom Phién dich cdc gio kinh Phung vu. Trong
Nostra Aetate (ban tiéng Anh) khéng trich dan chi tiét cdc ciu
Kinh Thénh.
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xem la mot “budc ngodat” trong cdc quan hé giita
nguoi Cong gido va tin hitu cdc téon gido khdc.
[Thanh] Gido hoang Gioan Phaolo Il va Gido hoang
Bénédicto XVI da goi van kién nay la Dai hién
chuong (Magna Carta) vé thdi dé va cdch tiép cdn
ciia Gido héi doi véi cdc ton gido khdc. Van kién nay
tiép tuc gdy cam hirng va huéng dan nguwoi Cong gido
trong viéc hinh thanh cdc quan hé twong kinh va hop
tdc [voi céc ton gido khac].”
Trong doan vin dan trén, hai chi tiét sau ddy nén chd y:

(a) “Lan dau tién trong lich sw, Gido hoi da noi mot

cdch tich cuc vé cdc ton gido khdc.”

(b) “Tuyén ngdn nay dwoc moi nguoi xem la mot ‘budc
ngoat’ trong cdc quan hé gitta nguoi Cong gido va tin hitu
cdc ton gido khdc.”

Theo quan diém lich st cua dao Cao Dai, thoi dai hién
nay cia loai ngudi thudc vé Tam ky Phé dé. Trong ky
nguyén nay, moi ton gido can phai siéu vuot 1én khoi vo b¢
ton gido ¢ hitu dé dat toi Dai Pao. Pao Cao bai goi do6 la
“y& Ngudn (quy Nguyén)”, vi Pai Pao 1a ngudn gbc chung
cua moi ton gido.

Trén vién trinh v& Ngudn, thay vi ky thi boi cic tiéu di,
hay nhan manh nhiing gi4 tri vinh clru ma céc t6n gido déu
¢6 chung; dong thoi, thdi d6 bao dung va céi mé giira cic
ton gido 1a doi hoi trude tién va xuyén sudt.

Vi Nostra Aetate, nhit 12 hai chi tiét (a) va (b) nhu Iuu
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y & trén, tir Cong ddng Vatican II tr di, Cong gido Roma
dd va dang chuyén minh dé phit hop co Troi (tic 1a Thién
co, 1a ké hoach cta Thién Chua) cho ky nguyén méi cua
nhan loai.

2. Lwgc sir Nostra Aetate

Nostra Aetate ra doi nhu thé nao? Tir mot phat biéu ngan
chi lién quan t6i Do Thdi gido, van kién da dan dan phat
trién dé gém thém dao Islam, roi cudi cung bao ham cic
tén gido khéc. Tién trinh lich sir nay dugc Hoi dong Gidm
muc Dai két va cdc Quan hé Lién ton ciia Uc chau khéo 1éo
t6m tat nhu sau:

“Nostra Aetate la mot phcfn cong cupc doi méi
Gido héi Cong gido cua Cong dong Vatican II nham
dwa Gido héi vao méi twong quan véi thé gidi hién
dai. Can nguyén hay nguon goc cia Tuyén ngon nam
trong tam tri cua [Thanh] Gido hoang Gioan XXIII, vi
da tdn mat chieng kién noi thong khé ciia nguwoi Do
Thdi trong Chién tranh Thé gi6i thir Hai va da ding
van phong liic dy ciia ngai lam Kham sir Toa thdnh tai
Thé Nhi Ky dé tao nén hanh lang an toan cho nguoi
Do Thdi. Nha su hoc Jules Isaac [1877-1963] nguwoi
Do Thdi da trinh [Thanh] Gido hoang Gioan XXIII
mét vén kién cho thdy gido hudn cia Gido héi da gop
phan thé nao vao éc¢ bai Do Thdi (anti-Semitism),
khich déng Quoc xa Pirc tan sdt mdy triéu nguoi Do
Thdi trong Chién tranh Thé gidi thir Hai. Sau cudc
gap go dy, vi Gido hoang nhdn hdu chi dao rdng su
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thay doi tinh hinh nay phdi dwoc bao gom trong
nhitng viéc chudn bi cho Cong dong. Thoat ky thity,
Tuyén ngén la mét tuyén bé chi néi téi nguoi Do
Thdi, dwoc gém trong van kién vé Gido hoi.

“Héng vy Augustin Bea [1881-1968, Dong Tén], da
léo ldi vin ban ndy qua nhiéu ban nhdp trong Cong
dong Vatican II. Trong bau khi bat on thud dy, sau
khi Nha nuoc Israel vica thanh lap khong lau [thing
5-1948], cdc gidm muc Trung Péng canh bdo rang
mot phdt biéu chi néi vée nguoi Do Thdi sé duoc xem
nhw chon mot thdi do chdnh tri va sé c6 hdu qua tiéu
cwe cho cdc nhém thiéu sé Kitd hiu. Vi vdy, Cong
dong da thém vao mét phan néi dung vé dao Islam va
cdc quan hé véi tin d@o Islam. Cdc gidm muc chdu A
khi dy xdc dinh rang Cong dong khéng chii ¥ téi hoan
canh rat khdc biét cia cdc vi khi séng nhw mot nhom
thiéu so giita cdc tin do ciia cdc ton gido khdc cé tam
kich thé gidi (world religions), vi thé nhiéu phan ndi
dung nita dwoc bo sung. Trong qud trinh lam viéc,
ban tuyén bé tré thanh mét van kién riéng biét voi
quyén han riéng ciia né. Vao ngay 28-10-1965, trong
phién lam viéc thw tw cting la phién sau chot, cdc
Nghi phu tdn thanh ban di thao cudi cing véi mét da
$6 dp ddo 1a 2.221 phiéu thudn va 88 phiéu chéng. Sw
dong thudn manh mé nay bién Nostra Aetate tr¢
thanh gido hudn chdnh thire ciia Gido héi vé cdc quan
hé voi tin hitu cdc ton gido khdc.”
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3. Tom lwge ndi dung Nostra Aetate

Mic dit ban thian Nostra Aetate bao gdm nim phan ngin
gon, dé gitp chiing ta doc lai Tuyén ngdn nay, Hoi dong
Gigm muc Pai két va cdc Quan hé Lién ton cua Uc chau
khéo 1éo tém lugc ndi dung van kién nhu sau:

“]. Mét phdt biéu vé tinh don nhat ciia lodi nguwoi,
nguon goéc va dinh ménh ma chiing ta cing sé chia voi
cdc ton gido mang dén nhitng gidi ddp cho cdc cdu
héi chung cia chiing ta vé ¥ nghia cudc song, dau
khé, thién dc, va diéu gl nam bén kia cdi chét;

“2. Mét miéu td ton gido nhu la mot cdu tra loi cho
mét quyén ndng dn tang, ¢é lién hé t6i cach tu hanh
va gido Iy ciia An gido va Phdt gido, néi rang Gido
hoi Cong gido khong bdc bo nhitng gi chdn thdat va
thdnh thiéng trong cdc ton gido nay;

“3. Mt cdch xir s tich cwc doi véi nhitng twong
déng cua tin o Islam déi véi gido 1y va cdch tu hanh
cua Cong gido, can cu theo mot 56 trong [nam] Cot
tru D va tin diéu cia dao Islam, dé nghi rcing cdc moi
hiém thix trong qud khir hdy dwgc bo qua mét bén ma
thay vao dé 1o sw hiéu biét lan nhau va hop tdc véi

™ Nam cot tru cua dao Islam gdm c6: (a) Shahadah: Thanh kinh
tuyén xung duc tin cia mot tin dd; (b) Salar: Cau nguyén nam
1an mot ngy; (c) Zakat: BS thi cho ngudi ngheo va nguoi can
duoc gitap; (d) Sawm: Nhin chay trong thang Ramadan (thang
chin theo lich Islam); (e) Hajj: Hanh huong t6i thanh dia
Mecca. (Hué Khai chu)
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nhau vi diéu tot lanh chung;

“4. Mot gidi thich vé cdc moi lién két thiéng lieng
gitta Kité hitu va nguweoi Do Thdi, dé sira sai nhitng 1oi
cdo buoc ham hé vé trdch nhiém cua nguoi Do Thdi
vé cdi chét ciia Chiia Giésu, khcfng dinh gid tri hién
hitu cua Giao woc giita Thién Chiia va dan toc Israel,
va bdc bo long thu han, sy bdch hai va 6c bai Do
Thdi vi chiing trdi nghich dirc bdc di cua Thién Chiia;

“5. Mot khang dinh sau cing rang vi chiing ta goi
Thién Chiia la ‘Cha’, thi tat cd lodi nguoi déu la anh
chi em, dwoc tao dung theo hinh anh Thién Chiia, boi
vdy khong nén cé ky thi bt cong ma cdc Kito hitu nén
song hoa binh véi tdt ca moi nguoi.”

4. Poi thoai lién ton 1a gi?

Poc Nostra Aetate (ban tiéng Anh) do Vatican chanh
thirc pho bién, chic chin chiing ta khong tim thiy thuat ngir
“d6i thoai lién ton™; thé nhung ching ta déu hiéu vin kién
nay da moé duong cho cdc hoat dong muc vu ddi thoai lién
ton cua Gido hdi Coéng gido. Vay, do dau phat sinh thuat
ngit nay? Hoi dong Gidm muc Dai két va cdc Quan hé Lién
t6n cta Uc chau giai thich nhu sau:

“Cdch méi dé tiép cdn tin hitu cdc ton gido khdc la
‘doi thoai’. Tén goi va phwong phdp nay da dwoc dwa
vao Gido hoi do [Thanh] Gido hoang Phaolo VI qua
tong thu Ecclesiam Suam (Gido hoi cua Chiia,
1964)...”
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A 2

O Viét Nam tung c¢6 ngd nhan réng “lién ton” la mot
muu d0 chanh tri nham ph4 hong an ninh xa hoi; vi thé “ddi
thoai lién ton” d& bi nhdm 13n xem 12 nguy hai.® Dé didu
chinh sy hiéu 1am 4y, chiing ta c6 thé muon dinh nghia cua

Hong y Phanxico Arinze (ngudi Nigeria, sinh nam 1932):

“Doi thoai lién ton la mét gdp g& nhiéu nguwoi theo
nhiéu tén gido khdc nhau, trong mot bau khi tw do va
c6i mo, dé lang nghe nhau, dé co gang hiéu ton gido
ciia nguoi khdc, va hy vong tim kiém nhitng kha nang
hop tdc. Chiing ta hy vong rang nguoi doi thoai sé
ddp vmg lai, boi vi doi thoai nén la hai chiéu chir
khéng phai mét chiéu.” @

5. Thue thi d6i thoai lién ton

Vao Chi Nhat 17-5-1964, ngay 1& Hién xubng, Thanh
Gido hoang Phaold VI thiét 1ap mot co quan dac biét cua
gido triéu Roma, nham phu trich vé& cdc mdi quan hé véi
tin d0 thudc cic ton gido khac. Thoat dau co quan nay c6
tén 1a Van phong vé nhitng nguoi khong phai Kité hitu; tir
nam 1988 dén nay, mang té€n Hoi déng Toa thdnh vé Poi

thoai Lién ton."?

® Hué Khai, Doi thoai lién ton gido tir géc nhin mét tin hitu
Cao Pai. Ha Noi: Nxb Tén Gido 2015, tr. 26-27.

© Hong y Arinze, Meeting Other Believers (Gip g tin hitu cic
ton gido khac, 1997), tr. 5. Trich dan theo Hoi déng Giam muc
Dai két va cdc Quan hé Lién ton ciia Uc chu.

19 The Secretariat for Non-Christians; PCID: the Pontifical
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Thién chi dbi thoai lién ton trong thuc té dugc thuc thi ra
sao? HQi dong Gidm muc Dai két va cac Quan hé Lién ton
cua Uc chau giai dap nhu sau:

“Vigc nghién ciu cdc ton gido khdc dwoc thuc
hién, nhitng cuoc tham viéng lanh dao va cdc noi
thiéng liéng cia cdc ton gido khdc dwoc sdp xép, cdc
doan dai biéu ciia cdc ton gido khdc dwoc tiép don 0”
Vatlcan Cdc glao phdn, cac héi nghi gidm muc cdp
quoc gla va cdc t6 chirc cap khu vyc thanh lap cdc uy
ban nham gido duc va hudn luyén gido dan doi thoai
lién ton voi tin hitu cdc ton gido ban.”

6. Bon cach thirc d6i thoai lién ton

Nam 1984, Vin phong vé nhiing ngudi khong phai Kitd
hitu xuét ban Thdi d¢ ciia Gido hgi doi véi Tin hitu cdc Ton
gido khdc: Nhitng Suy niém va Dinh hudng vé Déi thoai va
St vu. Theo Hoi dong Gidm muc Dai két va cdc Quan hé
Lién ton cua Uc chau, vin kién nay dua ra bon céch thire
ddi thoai lién ton nhu sau:

“Pbi thoai vé doi sdng — chia sé nhitng bién cé
trong doi song hang ngay ching ta trong gia dinh,
noi lam viéc va vui choi voi nhitng hang xom ldng
giéng khdc tén gido;

Council for Interreligious Dialogue.

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/interel
g/documents/rc_pc_interelg_pro_20051996_en.html. Truy cap
19-8-2015.
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“Pdi thoai vé hanh dong — can cir trén cdc gid tri
ton gido va ludn ly dwoc chia sé, cung nhau xu ly
nhitng van dé ban tam chung vé xd hoi dé cdi thién xa
hoi;

“Poi thoai vé trao d6i than hoc — chia sé va thdo
ludn nhitng dirc tin ton gido cua ching ta dé hiéu biét
nhau ré hon va nhdn thirc chinh xdc hon nhitng gi
chiing ta twong dong va nhitng khdc biét ciia chiing ta
nam & dau;

“Pbi thoai vé kinh nghiém ton gido — chia sé vé
nhitng cdch thwe hanh tam linh ciing nhi nhing két
qud cia cau nguyén va tho phieong trong truyén
thong cdc tén gido.”

Ciing theo Hdi dong Gidam muc Pai két va cdc Quan hé¢
Lién ton cua Uc chau, doi thoai lién ton khong loai trir mot
ai, vi thé:

“Tét cd cdc thanh vién ciia Gido héi Céng gido
duwoc moi goi xdy dung cdc quan hé voi tin hitu cdc
ton gido khdc. Méi nguwoi hay lam theo cdch riéng ciia
minh, tiry theo hoan cdnh sinh song, dé ddp lai loi
moi goi chia sé su ménh. Bcfng cdch thuc hanh mot
hay vai ba hinh thitc trong bon hinh thirc déi thoai
lién ton dwoc ké trén ddy — doi thoai vé cudc song,
doi thoai vé hanh dong, doi thoai vé trao doi than
hoc, va doi thoai vé kinh nghiém nghiém tén gido —
nhiéu kha néing cé thé mé ra.”
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III. THAY LOI KET

Tién si Hans Kiing (nguoi Thuy Si, sinh nim 1928) 1a
Gido su Than hoc Pai két kiém Chu tich Quy bao duc
Toan cau (the Foundation for a Global Ethic); vi linh muc
16i lac nay timg khang dinh: “Sé khong cé hoa binh giita
cdc dan téc néu khong cé hoa binh giita cdc ton gido. Sé
khéong ¢é hoa binh giita cdc ton gido néu khong cé doi
thoai gitta cdc ton gido.”

Trong Téng hudn Niém vui Tin mimg (Evangelii
Gaudium) cong b ngay 24-11-2013, Puc Gido hoang
Phanxicd xdc dinh: “Péi thoqi lién tén la mét diéu kién can
thiét cho hoa binh trén thé gioi, va vi thé né la mot nhiém
vu doi véi cdc Kitd hitu, ciing nhw doi véi cdc céng dong
t6n gido khdc.” (Chuong IV, s 250).

Moi ton gido trong thoi dai nay can khong ngung that
chit mdi quan hé hoa 4i, hop tic dé ciing nhau xay dung
mot thé gian hoa binh. Ddi thoai lién ton vi thé rat thiét yéu
cho 1y twong chung nay cia cdc ton gido thé gidi. Con
ngudi thoi dai khong thé 1am ngo dbi thoai lién ton, va boi
thé ciing ding ngd nhan rang di thoai lién ton 1a chuyén
riéng tu cia Cong gido.

Trong dién vin khai mac Cong dong Vatican II vao ngay
11-10-1962, khi nhic t&i quyét dinh triéu tap Cong dong,
buc Thanh Gido hoang Gioan XXIII goi d6 1a “mot chop
nhodng cam hung dot ngot / a sudden flash of inspiration”.
T6i tin rang chdp nhoang cam hing dot ngodt 4y khong gi
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khéc hon 1a Than Khi (Spirir) ciia Chda Thanh Than,"" vi
chi ¢6 Than Khi 4y méi 1am nén mot phép la nhu Cong
déng Vatican II dé déng mot cot méc lich st trén vién trinh
tién héa tam linh ctia loai nguoi nhu Thién co hoach dinh.

Mot khi thau hiéu Nostra Aetate, 1a hoa trdi c6 duoc tir
Cong ddng Vatican II, cdc cong dong Cao Dai s& san sang
va chil dong nhiéu hon nita trong cdc quan hé lién ton gido
néi chung, va véi cic cong dong Cong gido néi riéng. Mai
cong dong Cao Pai s& ¥ thirc md rong hop tic véi cdc cong
ddng Cong gido cling nhu cdc ton gido ban trong nd luc
chung nham kién tao mot xa hoi phat trién bén viing dat
trén nén tang nhdn ban, an lac, va tién bé nhu dao Cao Dai
dé xuat.

Théng 10-2015

D Xem thém: Hué Khai, “Nita thé ky Cong dong Vatican II:
Mot chiit tam tinh cia nguoi dao Cao Pai”. Tuan bdo Cong
gido va Dan toc, s6 1866-1867, ngay 06-7-2012; hoac xem:
Hué Khai, “Nita thé ky Cong dong Vatican II: Mét chiit tam
tinh cua nguwoi dao Cao Pai”, in trong Hoa diéu lién ton. Ha
Noi: Nxb Ton Gido, 2012, 2013, tr. 79-88.
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FOREWORD

The English version of Nostra Aetate extracted
herein is the one Vatican has officially posted on
Internet,(” and it was accessed on 28 October 2015,
exactly half a century after the Declaration was
proclaimed by Saint Pope Paul VI (1897-1978).

Nostra Aetate (In Our Time) consists of five
brief sections numbered from 1 to 5, of which the
third and the fourth ones especially refer to Islam
and Judaism. In the said English version, excluding
the title and fifteen endnotes, these two mentioned
sections of 816 words account for 51% of the
whole 1594-word document. My present writing
does not include the third and the fourth sections
since I would like to have a multi-faith dimension
rather than certain specific religions.

On 26 October 2015, Australian Bishops
Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious
Relations disseminated a writing on the occasion of

= http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/
documents/vat-ii_decl 19651028 nostra-aetate _en.html



the golden anniversary of Nostra Aetate.? Quoting
the Commission’s noteworthy writing, whenever
adding some words absent from the original text, |
place them in square brackets.

This writing is a Caodai believer’s modest
contribution to the golden anniversary of the
Declaration which has impressed its seal upon
mankind’s modern history. Following a tolerant
religion, Caodai believers naturally agree with and
support Catholic communities’ interfaith dialogues
resulting from Nostra Aetate. Particularly for our
Caodai community, I think that a knowledge of
Nostra Aetate is much helpful. Thanks to it, we can
better understand the reason and significance of
Catholic contacts with us Caodaists. We had better
be prepared for such meetings.

After my writing had been printed in Céng gido
va Dan toc / Catholicism and Nation, a monthly
magazine (issue No. 250, October 2015), I altered a
few words and expressions thereof and put it into
English. I sincerely appreciate my respectable
teaching colleague Td DPoan, who read my
translation and offered lots of helpful remarks.

I also would like to express my deep thanks to
our noble and generous donors, who always
strongly, unceasingly, and enthusiastically support
our Programme of Joining Hands for Free Caodai
Publications. As an obvious result, thousands of
my present booklet can be placed in your hands.

With heart and soul, we pray to God for
blessings upon our benefactors, their ancestors and
relatives as well.

Namo Caodai the Immortal Mahabodhisattva
Mahasattva.

December 2015
Hué Khai

@ http://www.ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/documents-and-
statements/roman-catholic/other-conferences-of-catholic-
bishops/1352-australia-na. (Accessed on 28 October 2015.)
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NOSTRA AETATE
IN A CAODAI BELIEVER'S SENTIMENT

I. NOSTRA AETATE (extracted)

DECLARATION ON
THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS
NOSTRA AETATE
PROCLAIMED BY HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI
ON OCTOBER 28, 1965

1. In our time, when day by day mankind is being drawn
closer together, and the ties between different peoples are
becoming stronger, the Church examines more closely her
relationship to non-Christian religions. In her task of
promoting unity and love among men, indeed among
nations, she considers above all in this declaration what
men have in common and what draws them to fellowship.

One is the community of all peoples, one their origin, for
God made the whole human race to live over the face of the
earth."”’ One also is their final goal, God. His providence,
His manifestations of goodness, His saving design extend

D' Cf. Acts 17:26.
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to all men,@ until that time when the elect will be united in
the Holy City, the city ablaze with the glory of God, where
the nations will walk in His light.®’

Men expect from the various religions answers to the
unsolved riddles of the human condition, which today, even
as in former times, deeply stir the hearts of men: What is
man? What is the meaning, the aim of our life? What is
moral good, what is sin? Whence suffering and what
purpose does it serve? Which is the road to true happiness?
What are death, judgment and retribution after death?
What, finally, is that ultimate inexpressible mystery which
encompasses our existence: whence do we come, and
where are we going?

2. From ancient times down to the present, there is found
among various peoples a certain perception of that hidden
power which hovers over the course of things and over the
events of human history; at times some indeed have come
to the recognition of a Supreme Being, or even of a Father.
This perception and recognition penetrates their lives with
a profound religious sense.

Religions, however, that are bound up with an advanced
culture have struggled to answer the same questions by
means of more refined concepts and a more developed
language. Thus in Hinduism, men contemplate the divine

@ Cf. Wis. 8:1; Acts 14:17; Rom. 2:6-7; 1 Tim. 2:4.
@ Cf. Apoc. 21:23f.
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mystery and express it through an inexhaustible abundance
of myths and through searching philosophical inquiry.
They seek freedom from the anguish of our human
condition either through ascetical practices or profound
meditation or a flight to God with love and trust. Again,
Buddhism, in its various forms, realizes the radical
insufficiency of this changeable world; it teaches a way by
which men, in a devout and confident spirit, may be able
either to acquire the state of perfect liberation, or attain, by
their own efforts or through higher help, supreme
illumination. Likewise, other religions found everywhere
try to counter the restlessness of the human heart, each in
its own manner, by proposing “ways,” comprising
teachings, rules of life, and sacred rites.

The Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and holy
in these religions. She regards with sincere reverence those
ways of conduct and of life, those precepts and teachings
which, though differing in many aspects from the ones she
holds and sets forth, nonetheless often reflect a ray of that
Truth which enlightens all men. Indeed, she proclaims, and
ever must proclaim Christ "the way, the truth, and the life"
(John 14:6), in whom men may find the fullness of
religious life, in whom God has reconciled all things to
Himself.”

The Church, therefore, exhorts her sons, that through
dialogue and collaboration with the followers of other

@ Cf. 2 Cor. 5:18-19.
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religions, carried out with prudence and love and in witness
to the Christian faith and life, they recognize, preserve and
promote the good things, spiritual and moral, as well as the
socio-cultural values found among these men.

[Excluding Nos 3 and 4, related to Islam and Judaism.]

5. We cannot truly call on God, the Father of all, if we
refuse to treat in a brotherly way any man, created as he is
in the image of God. Man’s relation to God the Father and
his relation to men his brothers are so linked together that
Scripture says: “He who does not love does not know God”
(1 John 4:8).

No foundation therefore remains for any theory or
practice that leads to discrimination between man and man
or people and people, so far as their human dignity and the
rights flowing from it are concerned.

The Church reproves, as foreign to the mind of Christ, any
discrimination against men or harassment of them because
of their race, color, condition of life, or religion. On the
contrary, following in the footsteps of the holy Apostles
Peter and Paul, this sacred synod ardently implores the
Christian faithful to “maintain good fellowship among the
nations” (1 Peter 2:12), and, if possible, to live for their
part in peace with all men,” so that they may truly be sons
of the Father who is in heaven.®

) Cf. Rom. 12:18.
© Cf. Matt. 5:45.
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II. STUDYING NOSTRA AETATE

1. Introduction to Nostra Aetate

The Latin title Nostra Aetate means “in our time”.
Australian Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Relations writes:

“This year marks the 50th anniversary of Nostra
Aetate, Vatican II’s Declaration on the Relation of the
Church to Non-Christian Religions. This document
transformed the Church’s attitude towards believers
from other religions. For the first time in history, the
Church spoke positively about other religions. The
Declaration is widely considered a “watershed” in
the relations between Catholics and believers from
other religions. Pope John Paul Il and Pope Benedict
XVI have called it the Magna Carta of the Church’s
new attitude and approach to other religions. It
continues to inspire and to guide Catholics in forging
relationships of mutual respect and collaboration.”

In the above-quoted paragraph, these two following
details should be taken into account:

(a) “For the first time in history, the Church spoke
positively about other religions.”

(b) “The Declaration is widely considered a ‘watershed’
in the relations between Catholics and believers from other
religions.”
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According to Caodai historical viewpoint, this present
era of mankind belongs to Tam ky Phé d¢ — the Third
Universalism (i.e., Universal Salvation). In this era, every
religion is to transcend its chronic shell of religion so as to
attain the Great Dao. This transcendence is designated
“returning to the Origin” by Caodaism because the Great
Dao (X i& Dadao) is the same origin of all religions.

On the long journey returning to the Origin, rather than
discrimination due to trivial differences, religions should
emphasize the perennial values that they all have in
common; simultaneously, all religions are first and
throughout requested to be tolerant and open-hearted
towards one another.

With Nostra Aetate, especially the two above-
highlighted details (a) and (b), since Vatican II the Roman
Catholic Church has been changing itself to be in harmony
with Heaven’s plan for humanity’s new era.

2. A short history of Nostra Aetate

How did Nostra Aetate come into being? From a brief
statement dealing with Judaism only, the document was
gradually expanded so as to include Islam, and finally other
religions were also involved. This historical process is
skilfully summarised by Australian Bishops Commission
for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations as follows:

“Nostra Aetate is part of Vatican II's updating the
Catholic Church to bring it into relationship with the
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modern world. Its genesis was in the mind and heart
of Pope John XXIII, who had witnessed first-hand the
tribulation of the Jewish people during the Second
World War and had used his then office as Apostolic
Delegate to Turkey to provide them safe passage.
After a meeting with the Jewish historian, Jules Isaac
[1877-1963], who presented him with a document
showing how Church teaching had contributed to the
anti-Semitism which had fuelled the Shoah /
Holocaust, the good Pope John directed that
changing this situation was to be included in the
preparations for the Council. Originally it was to be a
statement on the Jews only, included in the document
on the Church.

“Cardinal Augustin Bea [S.J., 1881-1968] steered
the text through several drafts in the Vatican Council.
In the volatile atmosphere of that time, shortly after
the establishment of the State of Israel, the bishops of
the Middle East cautioned that a statement on the
Jews only would be seen as taking political sides and
would have negative consequences for the Christian
minorities. Accordingly, a section was added on Islam
and relations with Muslims. The bishops of Asia then
asserted that their very different situation of living as
a minority among the believers of the other world
religions was overlooked, so further sections were
added. In the process, the statement became a
separate document in its own right. On 28 October
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1965, in the fourth and final session, the Council
Fathers approved the final draft with an
overwhelming majority of 2,221 to 88. This ringing
endorsement made Nostra Aetate the official Catholic
teaching on relations with believers from other
religions.”

3. Summary of the contents of Nostra Aetate

So as to help us read the Declaration again, even though
Nostra Aetate itself consists of five brief sections, its
contents are cleverly shortened by Australian Bishops
Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations
as follows:

“1. A statement on the unity of the human race, our
shared origin and destiny, with religions providing
answers to our common questions about the meaning
of life, suffering, good and evil and what lies beyond
death;

“2. A description of religion as a response to a
hidden power, with reference to the practices and
teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism, stating that the
Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and
holy in these religions;

“3. A positive treatment of Muslim affinities with
Catholic teaching and practice, based on references
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to some of the [five] Pillars 7 and beliefs of Islam,
proposing that past hostilities be put aside in favour
of mutual understanding and cooperation for the
common good.

“4. An account of the spiritual ties between
Christians and Jews, which reproves indiscriminate
accusations of Jewish responsibility for the death of
Jesus, affirms the ongoing validity of the Covenant
between God and the people of Israel, and repudiates
hatred, persecution and anti-Semitism as contrary to
God’s universal love;

“5. A final affirmation that since we call God
‘Father’, all human beings are brothers and sisters,
made in God’s image, so there should be no unjust
discrimination but Christians should live peaceably
with all.”

4. What is interfaith dialogue?

Reading Nostra Aetate (the English version) officially
disseminated by Vatican, we certainly fail to find the term

™ The Five Islamic Pillars consist of: (a) Shahadah: Sincerely
reciting the Muslim profession of faith; (b) Salat: Performing
ritual prayers five times a day; (c) Zakat: Paying alms to the
poor and the needy; (d) Sawm: Fasting during the month of
Ramadan (the ninth month in the Islamic calendar); (e) Hajj:
Pilgrimage to Mecca the holy land.

(Note by Hu¢ Khai)
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“Interfaith dialogue” or “Interreligious dialogue”; however,
it is understood that the Declaration has paved the way for
the Catholic Church’s pastoral activities named Interfaith
dialogue. Thus, where did the term come from? Below is
an explanation given by Australian Bishops Commission
for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations:

“The new approach to believers from other
religions is called ‘dialogue’. This name and method
had been introduced to the Church by Pope Paul VI
in his encyclical, Ecclesiam Suam (1964)...”

In Vietnam, “interfaiths” or “interreligions” has often
been misunderstood as a political plot which aims at
ruining social security; accordingly, “interfaith or inter-
religious dialogue” is easily regarded as something
harmful.®” To correct such misunderstanding, we might
borrow a definition by Nigerian Cardinal Francis Arinze
(born in 1932):

“Interreligious dialogue is a meeting of people of
differing religions, in an atmosphere of freedom and
openness, in order to listen to the other, to try to
understand that person’s religion, and hopefully to
seek possibilities of collaboration. It is hoped that the
other partner will reciprocate, because dialogue

® Hué Khai, Interfaith Dialogues as Viewed by a Caodai
Believer. Ha Noi: Religion publishing house 2015, pp. 55-56.
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should be marked by a two-way and not a one-way

9
movement.” ©

5. Implementation of interfaith dialogue

On Pentecost Sunday, 17 May 1964, Saint Pope Paul VI
instituted a special department of the Roman Curia for
relations with the people of other religions. Known at first
as the Secretariat for Non Christians, it was renamed the
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue (PCID) in
1988.”

How has the good will of interreligious dialogue been
carried out in reality? Below is the answer given by
Australian Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Relations:

“Study of other religions was undertaken, visits to
leaders and sacred places of other religions were
arranged, and delegations of representatives of other
religions were received at the Vatican. Dioceses,
national conferences of bishops and regional bodies
set up commissions to educate and form people for
dialogue with believers from other religions.”

® Cardinal Arinze, Meeting Other Believers (1997), p. 5, as
quoted by Australian Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and
Inter-religious Relations.

1o http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/
interelg/documents/rc_pc_interelg_pro_20051996_en.html.
Accessed on 19 August 2015.
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6. Four forms of interfaith dialogue

In 1984 the Secretariat for Non-Christians published The
Attitude of the Church toward the Followers of Other
Religions: Reflections and Orientations on Dialogue and
Mission. According to Australian Bishops Commission for
Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations, this document
introduces the four forms of dialogue as follows:

“Dialogue of life — sharing the events of our daily
lives at home, work and play with our neighbours of
different faiths;

“Dialogue of action — based on shared religious
and moral values, working together on matters of
common social concern for the betterment of society;

“Dialogue of theological exchange — sharing and
discussing our religious beliefs to better understand
one another and identify more precisely what we hold
in common and where our differences lie;

“Dialogue of religious experience — sharing about
the spiritual practices and fruits of prayer and
worship in our respective traditions.”

Again, as asserted by Australian Bishops Commission
for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations, interfaith
dialogue is exclusive to no one, thus:

“All members of the Catholic Church are called to
build relations with believers from other religions.
Each is to do it in his or her own way, according to
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their state in life, in response to the shared call to
mission. Following one or more of the four forms of
interreligious dialogue mentioned above — dialogue
of life, dialogue of action, dialogue of theological
exchange and dialogue of religious experience —
opens up many possibilities.”

II1. IN LIEU OF A CONCLUSION

Doctor Hans Kiing (Swiss, born in 1928) is Professor of
Ecumenical Theology and President of the Foundation for a
Global Ethic; this brilliant Catholic priest once asserted,
“There will be no peace among the nations without peace
among the religions. There will be no peace among the
religions without dialogue among the religions.”

In Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of
the Gospel), proclaimed on 24 November 2013, Pope
Francis asserted, “Interreligious dialogue is a necessary
condition for peace in the world, and so it is a duty for
Christians as well as other religious communities.”
(Chapter IV, No. 250).

In the present era, all religions should unceasingly
strengthen their harmonious and cooperative ties so as to
jointly build a paradise on earth. Interfaith dialogue is thus
indispensable for this ideal the world religions have in
common. Interfaith dialogue should not be ignored by
contemporary humans, and thus it should not be mistakenly
regarded as something related to Catholicism only.
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On 11 October 1962, in His opening speech to Vatican
II, when relating His decision to summon the Council,
Saint Pope John XXIII called it “a sudden flash of
inspiration”. 1 believe such a sudden flash of inspiration
was nothing else but the Holy Spirit because only the Holy
Spirit could bring about the miracle of Vatican II as a
historic milestone on the long journey of mankind’s
spiritual evolution as planned by Heaven.

Once having deep insights into Nostra Aetate, the flower
and fruit of Vatican II, Caodai communities will be much
more ready and active for interreligious relations. Then,
every Caodai community will consciously enlarge
cooperation with Catholic communities as well as other
religious ones in a joint effort to build up a society
sustainably developed on the pillars of humanistic values,
well-being, and progress as proposed by Caodaism.

October 2015
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